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The children of QOeo have grown up with the story of the
"Lizzie Bell", The bell and flag pole in the playground
are constant reminders of the tragedy of the 24th July,
1907

S0 when a letter came from T.V.4 suggesting schools might
like to write a story pertaining to their district for
the 'After School' programme, the unanimous choice was
the "Lizzie Bell". The story was written and accepted
for showing on 24th July, 198, Prior to this, part of
the story, read by the children themselves, had been
filmed and shown on T.V.41's 'Video Dispatch' programme
on S5th June, 1984, The Taranaki Daily News also
featured the children's work.

During our research into the wreck we uncovered a lot of
material, far too much to be included in a 5 minute story.
It seemed a pity to waste all this interesting historieal
material so hence this booklet.

We would like to thank the following people for making
material available:

Mr. Jack Churchouse of the Maritime
Museum, Wellington.

Mr. Jack Blake of Hawera.

The Good Family of Oeo.

Mr, and Mrs. Brewer of Qeo Hotel,
Mr. A.J. Hughes of Manaia.

Diana O'Brien,
Principal,
Oeo Behool,

FPublished by Oeo Sehool ,
November, 1984,
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On the 24th July, 1901, the
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The Captain set his course from Cape Stephens They were to pass
Cape Farewell.

Several times during the evening a man went aloft
looking for the Cape Farewell lighthouse but could not see it.

The Captain did not know he was off course.
for open sea he was heading for the wild_steep cliffs of the
| Taranaki coast.

Instead of heading

—_— Where 'n\ej meari o go
--~== \"Where They went

Suddenly the ship smashed into a rugged reef off the Oeo coast.
Everything shook fiercely. "A1l hands on deck" shouted the
e gaptain. _

The slee crew scramhle 2 redl o} the deck.
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They threw the lifeboat into the dark deep ocean. A1l eighteen
men jumped into the boat. The Captain was the last one to get in.
They struiggled madly through the ferocioug current.
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All of a sudden the bo
the freezing water. (One man lost his life. The others struggled
back into the boat. The cars were lost. A second time the life
boat tipped. This time several lives were lost and the men who
struggled back into the boat were up to their middles in water.

One man tried to swim ashore but was found dead among the rocks

in the morning. By this time they were exhausted and were suffering
from hypothermia. They had lost all sense of time and position.

il

Suddenly they hit land near the Oeo Stream. Struggling, ey got

out of their lifeboat, cold, and relieved to feel land beneath
their feetl.
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hugeing together trying to keep warm, they waited for dawn.
Morning came slowly for the exhausted men. At first light they
found to their horror, two of their crew were dead amongst the

rocks:
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Fighting to walk up the c¢lilffs, exhausted, nearly giving up hope,
two men dragged themselves over the hill, happy and relieved to
find & house light ahead. Running, falling over, nearly cut of

breath, they just had enoupgh energy to open the gate and knock on
the door.
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Captain Good opened the door to find half drowned, nearly dead
sailors collapsing in front of him, telling him about the ship
that was wrecked and the men who wepe suffering down by the sea.
Captain Good guickly helped thep*TnsiBe.and immediately arranged
for help to be sent. His datfghter, Miss™twy Good saddled her
horse and rode 5 kilomet g, 0F Pihama to
raise the alarm. -

In the meantime William Good went dowd to the beach. At first
he Thought there were only bodies lying among the rocks but he
was pleaged to find he was mistaken and rushed to help those
still alive. Ile was soon jolned by Mr. Carroll of the Oeo Hotel
who had brought whisky with him to help revive the survivors.

William Arbuckle the apprentice looked as if he was dead lying on
the bottom of the boat. Suddenly he groaned and twitched.
Realizing he was alive the rescuers acted quickly. They 1it a
smoky fire between two sclid rocks. William Good and another
settler, Mr. Lambie, held Arbuckle over the smoky fire. He
started to cough and splutter. The water that he had swallowed
¢leared from his lungs and slowly he revived. In a few minutes
he was asking for bacon and egps for breakfast.
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The survivors

were taken to Captain Good's homestead where they were well treated.

The Captain, mate and Arbuckle were put to bed but the others

managed to keep up and later, with the mate visited the beach.

There were only six survivors from the crew of 18.

By now several more settlers had arrived to help.

Eight bodies were found on the shore and were taken to the Oeo

Hotel where they were laid on the billiard table until an inguest
was held the next day.
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'hé‘cé&d"ﬁﬁghgﬁ'were buried in the
All the settlers in the distriet attended and

Pihama Cemetery.
the funeral procession stretched for a mile along the road.

A memorial was built for the seamen at the Cemetery and in 1973

the anchor which had been found 6 years before was placed on the
memorial.
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In 19722 the bell from the "Lizzie Bell" was prehenﬁgﬂ to Dec
School and today is still rung every day to call the children

into school. A spar from one mast i1s the school flag pole from
which our New Zealand flag flies proudly.




ifhe back of Caplain Guod's house where the survivors of the "Mirzie
Bell" scught help. The painting was done by Miss Fanny Good,
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HE SURVIVORS OF THE CREW OF TUE LIZZIE BEL], WRECKED OFF OO, TARANAKIL JULY 24, . E
L= - RITPING.—M. Tickell (spprentics), O Barron (mate), John' Rees (captain), John lllll'tiillﬁ’-i-:ﬂ-l- ey _
=y - BUANDING.—Jobhn Glenn (A.B.), W. Arbuckle (apprentioel. LA Oollis, Photo, New iy
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This photo of the survivors was lent to us by lr. Jack Blake of
Hawera who also lent us the photo of the "Lizzie Bell" on the
Iront cover.




Senior pup}]s of the Erm
hnul arepu.umed wilk

e of 8 sto

ahnut a local shipwre
— the eutter Lizzie —!
which they have written
and iMustraled for use
in the children's tilﬁw-
siof ramme "'Afler

School""

Seheols  throughout  (he
country were invited to
write antd draw a slory
ﬁ;';'ta threefhﬂ—mtnutﬂ story.
slot in amme, i

i P&mﬂm’ Diana'
n El“lm said yesterday.

Twelve piclures and ac-

© companying  words,
written entirely by the
pupl 5, would he sent Lo,

mme's pro-
dl.ac{:lcm eAim shnsmii, !

The bell aruum:{ which the
children  are  grovped
was  taken  from the
shipwreck,  which  oc-
curred in 1670, and is in

ar use by the

ol, A spar from the
ship's %aa‘r&;sh Also used
as a

The children are (left to
right] back, Alistair
Baldwin {lﬂ], Drammon
Newman (9), Cavoline
Donoghue 193, Michelle

DumEhue (11); front,
Diavi (11},

Dean  Baldwin (11},
Melunie Lynshey (#),
Alison  Raohipson (4,
Gina . Simpson  (10),
B PhvilisManaiw, .

T T

This patu and walking stick were made from wood from the "Lizzie
Bell" by Mr. J. Blake who helped salvage the wreck. Mr. Blake
lived on the Omuturangi Road.




Senior pupils of the
Oeo  School  have
written an illustrated
tale of local history .
which  they havye |
called *“The Wreck of
the Lizzie Bell”. Il is
to be sent to Olly
DOhlson’s After School
programme for in-
clusion in his story
slot. The names are
those of the pupils
holding the painting.
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The script which ac- |
companics  the pit[‘uresl
(shown above and below)

is as [oflows:

3 The cupl‘.am did not
know he was off course
instead of heading. for
open sea he was head-
for the wild steep
cliffs of the Taranaki
coasl, (Phyllis Manul.

:[ebuat . 7. Suddenly they hit land

W E‘Fﬂw ii.!rjigml;iﬂﬂlfkl desp | pear the Qeo Slream.
peean, Al 18 men ShuEg!mg they got oul
jurnped into (he boat, eir lifeboat, cold,
'1 The captain was the last ~and relieved Lo feal land
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struggled mal:lig.I 1h'lelanir-Lvluskeyl.
through the [Erociols | ...
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: the door to find half
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who were suffering
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fain uickly

L {]!1 Jul 24, 1901, the helped 1I1em inside and

. immedialely arranged
"n'h'e mgl-:m Z—]ﬁEIEEEnvat for help to be sent,
ing: the dangers that {i{arqlllnqﬂnnnghuui.
were ahead of her, She :

sel sail on a ealm but
oold mwnt% with &
erew of 18 Englishmen |

for Newcastle, England, |
{Dean Baldwin),
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! i dead smong the rocks in (Caralie Dmmgl: i
z‘qu.sewprﬁ;“m Mlc;:::g b e the morning. By Lhuis -e—— ; .
Stephens. They were to i time ~ they wcere

ass  Cape  Farewell.
eversl lunes  during
Lhe evening a man went
alofl  looking for the
Cape  Farewell

it ¢ Alistair Baldwin),

light-.

“house but could not see

4 Sucdenly ™ Whe  ship
smashed into a rupged
reel off the Oco coast,
Ever lhm __ shook
fievcely, “All hands on

Nelwman),

man  lred  fo
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olhers - strupgled hack |

into the heat. The odrs
wore fost. A second Bime
the life boat hrperj_ This
time several lives were

lost and the men who | [

struggled back info the
Hoat were up to Lheir
middles in waler, (One

ashore bul was Tound

axhausted and were sul-
Ferin [Fom
hyputhermia, They had
lost all sense of fime
amil  pesilion,  {fiina

Simpsont,

: (Melanie Lynskey ).

swim |

8, Lying down on the cald,

wel - sand,
by durkness,

waited - for  dawn.

et trembled  and  tipped
sl | L T | i o
scrambled tiredly to the | Ireezing ‘-‘M“‘if{ 9ne | At first light they found
deck. (Daman  man lost his life. [ Lo ilicir horror, Lwo of

their crew were dead

among  the  rocks,

surrounded
hodies
_hugging tugethur lrying
to ep warm, lhey

i 12, At

11, Twelve of the 1B crew

died in this tragedy.
Eight of them are
buried in the Lizzie Bell

; memorial * oat’ the,

Fihama Cemelery.

| UEl:l Sahml the
Lizzic Bell bell stands
firmly in the play-
ground, rung every
school day, & spur from
e mast i our fag pole
from which aur New
deatand fag flies pro-
udl'l.r !llnﬂd Simipson).
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NEW ZEALAND

Christchurch PO Box 1945 Phone 792680
Telex NL31011 Cables Teltwo Christchurch

1 June, 1984

Diana O'Brien
Principal

Oeo School
WManaia

Dear Diana,

Thank you very much for the superb story smnd artwork that
arrived today. Ve were all wost impressed, and bthere is
already talk of using it on ou~ programme in late July

to coinecide with our 'Kupu' spot which will be featuring
Manaia then anyway. As the details are finalised I will let
you know.

With many thanks for the excellent work.
Yours sincerely,

Mo %LQ

Martin Doyle
R~searcher
ATTERE SCHOQOL

Ps Thott abso b Phylll's ens Goving o Bl
Wf!‘bﬂx /Eﬂfc ,

Auckiand PO Box 3813 Ph 710630 Dungdin PO Box 474 Poo 741414 Avalon PO Box 30945 Lower Hult Ph G6G069
wehington Sales PO Box 1752 Ph 720476 Hamillon PO Box 489 °h 82799 Hamiilon Sales FO Box BHY Pn B1298
Paimersion Morth Sales PO Box 218 Ph A0/ 62
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A MAP OF WHERE WE THINK THE "LIZZIE BELL" WENT DOWN

'ﬁ. The wreck site ol "Lizzie Bell"

i

@ The "Lizzie Bell" lifeboat
g

Captain Good's house

Where the lifeboat landed

This is the view from the
path Jjust up from the
boat shed. This is .
where we think the "ILizzie
Bell" went dowm and where
the lifeboat drifted.

The background point is
the Baldwin's metal pit
near the cliff.

Dean Bgldwin
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LOCAL BTORTES OF 1HE "LIYZAIE BELL"

STORY FROM MRS, JONES

Mr. Lambie and Mr. Good found a man in the bottom of the boat.
They thought he was dead. They 1it a fire bebtween two rocks
and hung him over a rock and let the smoke get into his lungs.
He couphed violently and got all the water out of his lungs.
When he was at Mr. Good's he wanted bacon and eggs for breakfast.

David Simpson.

WRECKAGE FROM THE "LIZZIE BELL"

Wreckage was found all along the shore line. On the beach it
was swept up by the sea. The residents found a letter from
the father of one of the sailors. Also lying on the sand they
found a cookery book belonging to James Mulligen, the cook,
bought in San I'rancisco. Nearby, of all things, a darning
needle, a family Bible and photographs of the crew.

Alison Robinson.

CAPE EGMONT LIGHTHOUSE

One story that is around Oeo about the "lLizzie Bell" concerns
the lights of the Oeo Hotel. At that time the Oeo Hotel was
gaid to be on top of the hill by the Pa. The people around
Oeo said that the Captain thought they had sighted the Cape
Egmont Lighthouse but it was the lights of the Oeo Hotel. We
don't think this story is true because it wasn't mentioned in
the inquiry into the loss of the "Lizzie Bell".

TPhyllis Manu.

THE SURVIVOR HITCHHIKER

A few days after the wreck a driver working for the ecarrier, Mr.
Moller of Kaponga, picked up a man between Opunake and Kaponga
cn his horge and cart. The man was one of the survivors from
the. crew of the "Lizzie Bell". He stayed the night at Mr.
Moller's house and taught one of the Moller girls how to make
boxes out of paper.

Glen Mercer.

WHERE DID THE "LIZZIE BELL" GO DOWN?

As we stood on the path leading from the beach we saw where we
thought the "Lizzie Bell" went down. It is said it was a mile
and a half from the mouth of the Oe¢ stream, Those who lived
floated in the life boat to a part of the beach, and a few people
dragged themselves up the c¢liff to Captain Good's house. The
rest were brought up and looked after for a few weeks.

Out to sea off a point behind Baldwin's place we could see the
waves breaking over a reef that stuck out for about three or
four miles into the ocean.

Dean Baldwin.







WRITING THE STORY FOR T.V.

We started by pathering information. We looked up books, old
newspaper clippings and listened to stories from people. We
split up into three groups, and divided the story into three
parts, beginning, middle and end. Fach group wrote one part.
We pub the three parts of the story together and timed it to
make sure it was less than three minutes. We found it was
spot on. We discussed what pictures needed to be done. We
decided on 12 pictures to go with the story. We chose the
people to do each pieture. Then we sketched our pictures
with pencil. After that we all did a good copy. When the
pictures were finished they were mounted on cardboard. Fes.,
Gilligan typed the story out for us. When- we had finished
the Daily Yews came and took photos and put them in the paper.

Melanie Lynskey.

T.V. STARS

May 28th the Video Dispateh team came to film the senior pupils
of Ceo School and their "Lizzie Bell" =ztory. Brendon Gray was
the reporter, 3am Lowe the Camerasman and his wife was the sound
technician. Firgt they took a film of Melanie Lynskey ringing
the bell. Then they asked us to gather around the flapg pole

and Brendon introduced the story. They filmed Alistair Baldwin
raising the flag. We came inside and Brendon Gray chose some

of the pictures to go in the programme. We held up the pictures
and read part of the story while Mr. Lowe filmed us. Some parts
had to be repeated several times until perfect. It took an hour
and a half to film. Next day Mr. and Mrs. Lowe came back to
film the Memorial at the Pihama Cemetery and down at the beach.

Tuesday, Sth June, all of Ueo were glued to the T.V. as Video
Dispatch came on at 4.3%0 p.m. All of Oeo were proud of us on
G L S People from everywhere rang up to congratulate us on our
wonderful story. Two days later it came on the Regional News,

Gina Simpson.

This ensilage stack was made on Mr. Jim Hare's farm, Hunter Road,
Eltham in 1904 and contained 30 acres. The stacker was made by
Jim Carter and the mast and boom came from the wreck of the
"Lizzie Bell" off the coast of Pihama, Taranaki. 8 of the crew
of the "Lizzie Bell" are buried in the Pihama cemetery.

Richard Hughes (my father) is the man with his arm on the horse's
neck and Bill Hughes (my brother) is the man in the middle of
photo behind the sledge and I am the boy sitting on sledge with
Jim Carter. Bill Carter in white shirt behind sledge. Bill
Bublitz has his arm on bulleek's horn and Mr. Hare is on hay

rake and man in white coat is a Maori. The other % by stacker
pole urlmown,

A.J. Hughes
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STORIES OF THE WRECK OF THE V“LIZZIE BELL"

Az told to the children of Qeo School

by
Mr. John Robert Blake (84 years), Hawera.

I lived on the Omuturangi Road, Otakeho with my parents Mr. John and
Mrs. Mary Jane Blake. My mother came from Ireland and my father
came Trom Scotland. I was born on the farm on Omuturangi Road on
2nd May, 1901, Jjust a few days before the "Lizzie Bell" went down.

Mr. Mulholland who wag a carrier between Hawera and Opunake bought
the wreck and he contracted Mr. John Blake and Mr. Bennie of the
Omuturangl Road to salvage the wreckage from the beach. My Dad put
long posts at the top of the eliff with a swivel boom and he had
blocks and tackles and ropes and this was controlled by horses. DIMr.
Bennie was down on the beach and he gathered up loads in nels and
when he gave the signal Dad would set the horse going and the lead
would come up to the top of the c¢liff. He had it worked somehow
that when it arrived at the top 1t swung round and was lowered to

the ground. My father and Mr. Bennie both bought from Mr. Mulholland
enough timber to build their cgwsheds and cowyards. The site of the
wreck was on the Ceo beach somewhere near the Oeo River mouth, out
towards the reef.

My father built his cowshed and cowyards using girders from the deck
of the boat. The girders were different lengths made of steel and
he had no way of cutting the girders to make them even lengths but
when the posts were in the ground they were all the same height (6
feet high I think). To do this he had to dig the holes to different
depthe and one hole was over 8 feet deep. The sheds and yards were
pulled down many years ago and the girders sold as scrap metal. I
believe they were pulled out of the ground by bulldozers.

A crate of galvanlised roofing iron came ashore and this was bought
by Mr. Bob Lambie of Pihama and I believe that iron is still on a
shed on the Lambie farm today. The Bennie farm on the Omuturangi
Road was bought by the Grindlay family, but I don't know if any of
the timber from the wreck is still there today. As far as we can
gather the timber was from the Norwegian pine forests.

The ship had two masts and one went to the Hawera Publie School and
was used for a flag pole. That stood there for years but the rope
carrying the flag to the top became jammed. No one would go up the
pole to clear it so the Hawera School Committee brought a sailor up
from Wellington and they paid him £50 to clear the rope. That was
a big sum of money in those days. There were guy rTopes holding the
pole in place and I made a circular garden right around it. Some
of the garden is still there today. I understand that when the
pole came down a farmer from Matapu bought it and he used it for
stacking hay. I believe the pole eventually came back to the
Infant School in Hawera and is gtill at the back of the school today.

The other mast was presented to the Dec School by either a Mr. Candy
or a Mr. Taylor and is still used today as a flag pole.




On the day of the wreck,
Tuesday 24th July, Mum
nade a wreath,. All the
children in the BSenior
room took it down to the
Fihama Cemetery to
remember the 84rd
anniversary of the

wreck on that day.

We laid it in front of the
big memorial stome with
all the sailors names on.
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THE COMMEMORATION

by

Alistair Baldwin

After we laid the wreath
we decided to clean up
the memorial grave.

With some shovels we took
all the dirty rotten
leaves out. It loocked a
lot better when we had
finished. It felt funny
while we were doing it.

We hope to go back and

OF THE "LIZZIE BELL"

paint the memorial one day.




TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS

"HARBORD WELLINGTOM''

TELEPHOME 728.859
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Ceo School,
R.D= 28,
MONATR.

WELLINGTON HARBOUR BUOARD k.
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gj.f l: -J--'
Qt}’\ «‘{ P.O. BOX 883

w@f—ﬁdy WELLINGTON, MN.Z

FLEAGE ADDRESS YOLUR REPLY TO
THE SECRL1ARY

4 April 1984

Dear Caroline, Dean, Phyllis, Damon and Gina,

Thank you all ever so much for your most interesting letters
in which you advise that you are the proud possessors of the bell
from the sailing ship "Lizzie Bell" wrecked in 1901 off Deo.

I enclose a xXerox of information held and have made arrangements
for a rather faded photograph we have of the bargue to be copied
and I will send you an enlargement of this just as scon as I can.
I also enclose a leaflet on this museum.

With kind regards and best wishes to everyone.

Mr. Churchouse

Yours sincerely,

T adle (ChnretonRe

Jack Churchouse,
Curator, Maritime Museum.

sent us the cuttings on the following page from the

New Zealand Times, 1901.



26th July, 1901
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THE WRECK OTFT ORQ,

TIIE BARQUE LIZZIE BELL,
FURTHER PARTICULARS OF THE 'WRECK.
TYELVRE LIVES LOST.
SURVIVORS SUFFER GREAT PRIVATIONS,
(By a STAR SPECIAL.)

It is unigue in the snnals of this distrlect to have to report a ship-
wreclk, with sacrifice of llfe, occurring on our immedlate coast, ‘and,
naturally the logs of the Lizezie Bell caused keen excitement aﬁd profound
sorrow. The news reached Hawera, Wanaia and Opunake almost simultan-
eously, and soon horses and vehléles were pressed into service, and
settlers anxious to render asslstance in finding the bodies and saving
anything of value from the wreck were aquickly on the spot. A grest
number, of course, were actuated by curiosity, but it was gratifdng to
see the many who worked hard durdng the day, and rendered willing aid to
the pollce. " The constables present were Constables Hickman (Opunake),
Salmon(Hawera), Heather (Pungarehu), Quinn (Manaia),and Twomey (Fellding)
the latter bheing on a vislt te the district. They worked most energet-
ically throughout, and recelved valuable assistance from lessrs, Good (3),
Lambie (2), ¥orsyth and others. Captain Good and his family did every-
thing they could to amellorate the conditien of the survivers of the disz
disaster and make easy the task of the rescuers.

THE DISASTER,
The Lizzie Bell, 1036 tons, Captain Rees, left Wellington for Newcastle
in bhallzst at 11 am on Wednesday. She experdenced favourable wezther
during the remainder of the day, and at 11 pm, the time of the:meccident
as nearly as can be gleaned, was moving along under full canvas at the
speed of twelve knots. The ceptain and second officer Olley were on
the bridge, and there was the ususl look-out and man at the wheel. The
Hate (Barrow) had turned in, as had also the bulk of the crew. Every-
thing to all appearance was goilng smoothly, and up to within five minutes
of the vessel striking, not a scul on board, with the possible exception
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of the look-out, apprehended the terrible disaster that was so soon to
cone. Suddenly, without warning, the ship struck, and in quick time
every man was Dprepared for emergency. The captain had five minutes
earlier ordered one of the hands to awaken those below, and quickly
everyone was on deck. The lifeboat was swung out, and captain and crew
got in, the former being the last to leave the ship, There waes no con-
fusion, and for an hour or more the boat remalned by the ship. Then the
line was cast off, and the captain ordered the oarsmen to put to sea,

in order to c¢lear a point of land and reach a possible landling-place.
The sufferings of the crew were great, and those who were lucky enough
to survive will long remember their terrible experience, The night was
bittorly cold, and a keen wind flltered through the scanty wet clothing
worn by most of the men., Those who stay at home and do not 'go down to
the sea in ships' can hardly realise what in some cases ship-wreck means,
but those who had the opportunity of seeing the result of the wrecl of
the lizzie Bell will long retain vivid recollectlons of the incident,

HELP.
Before daylipght the boat had reached the beach south of Captain Good's
farm, and two of those (the chlef Mate and Hardy), who had not suffered
so much from exhaustion as the others, made their way slowly - dragged
themselves along to the home-stead, Mr. W, Good at once went to the
spot indicated, and Miss A, CGood rode to Pihama to give Information.
“hen Mr.Good arrived, he was at first under the inpression that he had to
do with dead bodiesz only, but fortunately, this conclusion was not ver-
ified. ‘The captain and two others were in a very weak state, and an
apprentice named Arbuckle, whose first voyage it was, was in & state of
collapse. Mr.Good, who had by thlis time been Joined by Mr.D.Carroll of
the Oco Hotel, administered whiskey to the youth, and after a conslder-
able interval, had the satisfaction of seeing him revive. He was very
shaky for some time, but is now in something approaching hls normal con-
dition. Soon settlers began to arrive, among the first belng the Hessrs,
Lambie, and the survivors were taken to Captain Good's, where they receiv-

ed every care. The captain, mate and Arbuckle were put to bed, but the

others managed to keep up, end later, with the mate, visited the beach.
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THE CREW.

The officers and crew conslsted of:-

Captaln Rees : Arbuckle, apprentice

‘Hate Barrow Simmons, seaman

Second Mate 0lley Eyner, seamen |
Mulligan, cook Hardy, seaman

Ticlkell, apprentice Glenn, seaman

Bryce, apprentice _ Fartland, seaman

Jones, apprentice Laing, seaman

Chapple, apprentice Perry, seaman

Guy, apprentice Fredericlkeon, seaman

Yith the exception of the coolk, whose wife is af home, all were single
~MECH
THE BARQUE ' f'
was a boat of 1036 tons, and was built in 1877. She belonged to the
Liverpool firm of Peler Iredale and Porter, She left Glasgow on 1st.
February with a general cargo, her first port of call in New Zesgland
being Dunedin. Thence gshe proceeded to Wellington, and was on her way
to Newcfastle when she met her fate, She was a hice looking eraft, and

a very good sailor. Uer ballast was of clay.

THE FLACE OF TIE WRECK
The vessel struck on the Whamoka (Wahamoka 7 A H.G.) reef, which runs
out a considerable distance, and is estimated to be lying nearly a mile
and a half from the beach., Near this spot there have been four vessels
lost within the short space of five years, namely, the schooner Annie
“ilson, the steamers Hanala and Maramara, and last and worst, the Liver-

pool bargue,
A NIGHT OF IOHROR

hs already related,the life-boat upset twlce, and the men were thrown
into the water, from which some emerpged still determined to do battle
for thelr lives, while the more exhausted sanlt never to rise. Young
- Lrbuclzle, who nearly lost the number of his mess, was twice dragged
eboard by a seaman named Glenn, The cold was intense, and after the
boat had been righted the seccond time, the poor shivering fellows had
to dit up to thelr middles in water. Jo wonder by the time land was
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reached, the survivors were lew.
PATHETIC

Jones, one of the apprentlces, and a member of the Naval Reserve, died
in the arms of the Captain. Jones was a Welsh youth, and the Captain
aleo hails from the principality, Two poor fellows had the strength to
leave the boat when she fetched the beach, but then collapsed, and were
found dead with thelr heads among the rocks, A half-caste Hegro endeav-
oured to swim ashore after the boat capsized the last time, and his body

was washed on to the sand later in the day.

THICE WRECKED
John Glenn A.B. has had the unpleasant experlence of having been ship-
wrecked twice within the short space of five months. le was a member of
the erew of the yacht Ariadne,

THE BODIES FOUND
The bodies of second officer Olley, Apprentice Jonmes, and Seamen Laing,
Simmons ond Perry have been found, and lie at the QOeo Hotel, where an
inquest is being held today, before Mr. C. E. Major, District Coroner.
. SEARCH is being made for the remaining bodles - those of Mullipgan,
Bryce, Ghﬁpple, Guy, Ryner, Partland and Frederilcksen,

WHAT THE CAPTAIN SAYS
The captain was too prostrated to glve any great information. He says
that the compassprior to the dlsaster was shifting gcongiderably, as
much as three or four polnts either way. A strong current was setting
up, and he therefore set a course,

THE MATE'SSTORY
The mate (Mr. Barrow) says the bargue left Wellington about 11 a,m, on
wednesday. About eleven that night he was aroused, and the vessel immed-
. lately afterwards struclk. The crew took to the life-boat, and after
vicigsitudes related by other survivors, reached land, Hardy and him-
gself made their way through paddocks, and at last reached Captain Good's

residence. The Good famlly at once rendered every assistance, The mate
was in a very shaky condition, and bore every mark of the privation he
in company with the others had suffered.
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ARBUCKLE'S STORY _
William James Arbuckle, apprentice, stated: It was the second mate's
watch on deck. I was in that watch, and with me were William Bryce, and
Charles Chapple, I struck six bells (ele ven n]clﬂck}, and about twenty
mlnutes later, Glenn (the look-out) sighted land. The captain, who was
on the poop, called out, "ALL hands on deck!". I went down and calledthe
hands, and was on the half-deck when she struck. the shock was consider-
able. The captain, I think it was, ordered the life-boat out, and all
hands got into her., A line was made fast to the mizzen mast, and we lay
to lee of the vessel for about an hour, The line was then cast adrift.
We went out to sea to get round a polnt, but the sea was too heavy, and
we then made for the land, The boat capsized but was righted, and later
she overturned agaln., The first time I was under the boat, but the life-
belt 1 wore impeded me, I was hauled in by the mate and Glenn, After the
boat capsized the second time, I was agaein got omn board, but remember
no more until brought to on the beach.
In reply to a question, Arbuckle stated that the captalnwes the last
to leave the ship, and before dolng so, he asked if all were in the boat,

Afrbuckle, who comes from Belfast, and is 1Y years of age, had a very
close call. He lay in the bottom of the boat after the second capsize,
and his mates were under the impression that he was dead. Some brandy

end other restoratives administered by Mr., V. Good brought him round,

WHAT THE LOOK?0UT SAYS

John Glenn,A.B.,says he was on look-out on the night of the disaster.

' He went on at 10 o'cloclk., About 11 he sighted land, and informed the
second mate, who seemed to conslder he was mistaken, The second mate
was below the fo'clse at the time; he had gone to see if Glenn was
keeping a proper look-out. About twenty minutes later the vessel struck.
She appeared to be running along the shore, and struck on her starboard
slde, There was no confuslon., and the life-boat was got out and all
hands boarded her, The.men in Glenn's watch were: Simmons AB., Arbuckle
apprentice, Bryce apprentice, Chappell apprentice. There was a good
breezed and a bip sea, The boat capsized twice, and the crew suffered

great privation, the weather beilng particularly cold. It was dark when
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What the Look-out Says (Con'td)

the shore was reached, and Glenn has little recollection of what occcur-
1 od until succour came, The Captain had command, and gave directions

' antil shore was reached,

L

| GEEERAL.
About 10,30 last night, rockels were soen ascending in the direction
of the wreck, and Constables Salmon and Heather, with Mr, J. Lambie,
and others, investigated. It 1s supposed the rockets were sent up by a
passing steamer whlch had been instructed to keep a look-out for any
posslble survivors.
Today the pollce on the scene Wwere augnented by the Sergeant from Hew
Plymouth,
The bodlies of the men drovned are not very much knocked about.
Dr, Good of Manala, was qulckly on the scene yesterday, and did all he
could for the survivors.

HOW IT FEELS TO BE DROWNING.
The youth Arbuckle, who had such & narrow escape of parting company
with 1ife, gives his experlence of drowning. He pays he fought first,
but gradually weakened, and he never thought of anything but going to
gleep., "I heard", he sald, '"the sound of musie== strong and loud like
a band, and then I knmew no more." Arbuckle is the son of a widow living
in Belfast, Ireland, and hls great anxiety seemed fn be as to whether
she would think he was drowned, It was explained to him that full and
reliable perticulars would be cabled to the Board of Trade, and thls
seemed to satisfy him somewhat, He was also much cut up at the loss of

a perticular mate = an apprentice.

IT WAS TO BE.
Of six men who shipped in Wellington on Wednesday, four were drowned.
The remalning two are evidently not to be drovned, as they have been
ship=-wrecked twice.
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A NEEDLE .
Strange as it may appear, among the things washed ashore was & darning
needle, which was recognised as hls property by one of the apprentices,
and which, with a famlly Bible and a torn photograph of a group conslist-
ing of the first and second mate and the apprentices, he ls treasuring
with great care.

CLOTHING WANTED
The men are practically unprovided for 1n the way of clothing and boots,
and 1t Secma an excellent opportunity for the charitably disposed - and
we feel sure there are many in Hawera = to exhibit that noble guatity
which covers a multitude of slns. Anything that ls done wlll have to be
done guickly.

Joseph Mulligan, the cook, was well=lknown in Wellington, where he was
employed at the Post Offiwe Hotel, and later at Mr. Watson's Oriental
Hotel. He was out of work two or three weeks ago, and no doubt then
tool the billet. Previously to hils experlence inm Wellington, he was
employed in Christchurch. A resident of Wellington, E. Toby, who is now
in Hawera, and who lknew the deceased very well, says he could not have
been ﬁare than six and twenty years of age.
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THL WRECK OFF OFO,

BODY OF AN APPRENTICE FOUND.

Yesterday morning, Mr, A, Good, in company with some Maoris, found the
body of Charles Chappell, an apprentice, The police are still searching,

A preat quantity of wreckage has come ashore.

THE CORONER'S ENQUIRY
Yesterday, at Oco, an inguest was held before Mr, C. E. MHajor, District
Coroner, on the bodies of five of the men drowned in the wreclt of the
Lizgie Bell = namely William Simmons, John Perry, William Laing, Alfred
Jones andCharles Chappell, The following jury were sworn:-
Rev. A. V. II, Compton and Messrs. A. E. Baylis (foreman), H, Sinclair,

J. James, J. Lambile and A. Good

John Rees deposed; ; :
I was the master of the bargue Lizzle Bell, registered

at the port of Liverpool, and salled from Glasgow on the 5th, February
1901, I left Wellington on the 24th. July, at about 9 am. bound for
Newcastle in ballast, The crew consisted of myself, Willlam Thomas
Claude Barrow, chief officer; L. H. 0lley, second officer; John Glenn AB.
John Harding AB.; John Maurice Tickell, apprentice; William John Arbuclkle
apprentive; ¥illiam Simmons AB.; Jchn Perry AB.; William Laing AB,;
£lfred Jones apprentice; Charles Chappell apprentice; James Mulligan,
cook; Harry Frederickson AD.; William Reiner AB.; John Partland AB,;
Thomas Guy apprentice; and William Bryce apprentice. 5Six were shipped
in "ellington, namely Perry, Laing, Harding, Glenn Frederickson and
Partland. The remainder of the crew joined ship in Glasgow. I have

seen the bodies lylng dead in the adjoining room, and identify them as
the bodles of Alfred Jones, an apprentice, aged 19, a native of Holyhead;
L.H, Olley, sccond officer zged about 21 years, and a native of Norwich:
Jilliem Simméns, able sesman, about 39 years of age, a native of Boston;

U.,3.4.; John Perry AB. about 24 years of age, & native of Liverpool;

and illiam Leing AB., joined in Wellington, about 22 years, a native of
Christchurch, New Zealand; and Charles Chappell, an apprentice 19 years
of age, a native of Sunderland,
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The survivors are: myself, Barrow, Glenn, Harding, Tickell and Arbuckle.
The following are stiln missing:Mulligan, Fredericlison, Renler, Fart-
land, CGuy and Brice, _

vle left Vellington at about 9am. on Wednesday, in tow of the steamer
Duco, and cast off the tug at 1 pm.,. We then set sall according to the
ﬁtate of the weather, and proceedeé down Cook Stralts. We were abreast
of the Two Brothers et about three pm., about eight miles off. I shaped
the ship's course for Stephen's Island, which we made about five om. |
then shaped the course from Stephen's Island for Cape Farewell, which I
expected to see abaib 12 o'eclock. I was on deck the whole time from when
we started, the officers ftaking the usuwal watches. 'At about 9 pm., I
sent the sccond officer aloft, to see 1f he could discern Cape Ferewell
light, again at about 10 o'cleck, and once more soon after, saying he
must see it. I noticed our log - it registered 43 from Stephen's Island,
I went down and marked it on the chart, when I heard someone say there
was lend on the lee bow., I ran up at once and could not believe the
evidence of my own eyes. (The ship struclk heavily) The helm was put down
to port. The ship struck heavily, I lowered the main top gallant sail,
and called all hands on deek, By this time the shilp was bumping heavily,
throwlng one off one's feet, I pave everyone a life-belt, prepared the
life boat, and went in her with a coil of three inch rope, the end being
made fast te the mizzen mast, and slacked her off the full length - about
120 fathoms. The ship had a good lee. I was afraid to let her drift to
the shore not knowlng there was a beach, and thinlking there might be
cliffs and certain destruction, I intended to hang that way ﬁill day-
light, but after we had been in the boat halfl an hour the maln-mast went
over the slde, a' few minutes later the fore-mast went, and a few minutes
later she broke her back, practically going out of sight. The wind
taking off a bit and there being no shelter, we cut the rope and pulled
away outside of the ship, thijking to get around the point at the mouth
of the river. In so doing the boat capelzed, All except one man Eot on
her keel and we righted her again, she being now full of water and every-
thing washed out of her, e managed to get two cars which were floating
about, and pulled in under the beach again, when the boat again capsized,
three or four men belng lost. We got ter on her keel again, and righted
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her once more. ‘This time we lost the oars altogether; nothing more
conld be done and we drifted to our fate ashore, We reached the shore
at about 3% o'clock in the morning., There were then in the boat six
alive and two dead, the two latter being Laing and Jones, We got on the
beach through the surf, and fell or laid down on top of each other until
daylight. ‘Then daylight came, I awakened the men, and we made for the
¢liffs. That is as far as my recollection carries me., I became uncon-

scious, ans was-carried to Captain Good's house.

Td the jurys Guy was lost the first time the boat capsized; at the second
capsize three or four men were lost, and several when the boat first

reached land

To the Sargeant of Police: I was eipght miles nor'west of Stephen's
Island when passing, and altered my course to . W. by W. magnetic. I
kept that course until the ship struck, I cannot tell where the ship
struclt, I have not visited the place, having been in bed since the
disaster. My compasses were adjusted at Glasgow before the ship left.
The ship was salling at 94 to 10 knots at the time of striking, and was
under top-gallant sail, The ;esael was built at Sunderland in 1877. It
was on a reef she struck, about one and a half to two.miles from shore.
There was a fresh 5. E. wind, the night was partly clear, and there was
a moderate sea. I had & man on the look-out. The second officer was on
the poop at the time the ship strueck. I thought the land - called out
by the man - was a cloud. I cannot account for the ship belng out of her
course, unless some current sets in towards the reef.

To t i '
o the Coroner: gy . pon at the wheel was Partlend, _He took the wheel

at 10 o'clock, I watched the compass, and noted the man at the wheel
was steering the course given,

Ta £ g :
o ‘the Bapgeant: The wind was blowing S.E. when the ship strucl,

To th } .
b ‘thg Foremani . lighthouse would have prevented my reaching the point

where the ship struck.

To the C : e &
¢ VOFONEXY 1 ynow the ship's crew were all perfeftly sober.

William Thomas Claude Barrow said:
I was the chief officer of the bargue Lizzie Bell. Trom
the time the ship left Wellington all hands were et work putting things
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in order until 4 pm.,when the first watch was get from four to six,

which was talen by the second officer. The captain was on deck also.

I took the second watch - from six to eight. When I came on at six

o'cloclk, the ship was about 10 miles N.W. by W. magnetic from Stephen's
Island, The light was still visible, fhe course was not altered during
my watch, I turped in at 8 o'elock, and heard nothing further till the
call "All hands on deck", Immediately after, the ghip struclk. The main
top-gallant mast was taken down, asnd the main topsail halyards. The shilp
was then bumping heavily and teking heavy seas right over her. Life-
belts were served out to all hands, and we tried to-send up a rocket,
vut could not do so, owing to seas coming over her. We could not llght
the rocket, The captain gave orders to get the lifeboat over, which we
didwith great difficulty. We all got into the hoat, with a coll of 3 in.
rope. The captain and myself were the two last to get in and slacked

the boat away to leeward of ship. Shortly after leaving the vessel, the
mainmast went over the side, and was followed soon after by the foremast,
Shortly after that, the ship broke her back, and went to pleces. There
then being no lee, we cut the rope, and pulled out to sea. Owing fo the
heavy surf, we could nc Reep the bhoat away. When we attempted to do =0,
to shape a course for the point,a heavy sea struck her, and turned her

over. We then lost one boy - Thomas Guy. We all got on to the boat's
Eeel, and righted her again, We picked Guy up, but he was dead. He had

got under the boat when she capsized, and was there for about ten minutes
while we were righting her, Everything was washed out of the boat - oars,
bailers and water cask, and she was fll of watar. We managed to secure”
two oazrs, and started to pull for the shore. We were not long dolng so
when the boat cdpsized agaln, and we lost three or four men, We plcked
up two, Lang and another, but they died whilst in the boat from exposure,
We were now without oars, and the boat drifted ashore. I do not know
the time, She struck some rocks first, when two or three men 1eit her.
The second mate was one. It was-dark then. Those supposed to have beakﬁ'uQ
against the roclk, as far as I know, were the second mate and Perry.-
After first striking, a heavy sea caught the boat, and lifted her fur-
ther inshore, when those remalning left her. When we reached the beach,

we all fell down exhausted, and went to sleep, knowing nothing until
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the captain called us at daylight, when we made an attempt to climb

the cliffs., We left the captain behind, being unable to asslist him. Ve
reached Captain Good's house, and help was sent to the naptaiﬁ. I return-
ed to where the ship was wrecled the same morning, and couldsee nothing
of her, she being completely smashed up. I should think the shlp was

two miles from shore when she struck.

To *the Foreman: g . 714fehoat was the only boat we could get oveb the
side, and she was capable of carrying all hands. The 1ifeboat was new.
Simmons left the boat with a view of swimming ashore. He left it after
the firet capsize,

To a Juror: There were, I thinlk, about eleven men left in the boat

after the second capsize, two of whom (Laing and Jomes) died,

To the Sargeant: “hen I went off watch, the course was set to steer
clear chCape Farewell, I know when the ship struclk, I cannot give any
information as to why she should have been so far out of her course,
save that there must have been some heavy undercurrents.

To the Corener: 2411 hands obeyed the captain thtoughout, from the time

the shipstruck to the time the boat reached the shore, The captain con-
aulted with me as to the best course to pursue. In my opinlon, every-
thing was donc that was possible to save life,
John Glen stated:

I was an able seaman on the barque., I Jjolned her in
Wwellington., I was on watch on the night of the 24th. from 8 to 12, I was
on deck all the time from 8 to 10, From the latter hour till the ship
struclk, I was on the look-out on the foc'sle head. The second mate czme o
on his rounds at 6 bells, I told him I thought it was land on our star-
board bow. He said it was not land, He then went aft. About 20 minutes
later, the ship struck. I could see no breskers until she struclk,

ri! : "
o the Coroner After I told the second officer, the land became more

distinet, but I did not again report it. There would hardly have been

time to have escaped the reef 1if I had done so.

William James Arbuclkle, apprentice,said he struck six bells. It was fine

at the time. ZSimmons went aft about 11,20, and sald they had sighted
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lLand, Witness went to the poop wlith Simmons, who sang down the second
gabin, ""Land close by." The second mate was in the gcebln., Captain Hees
came up immediately, and called, A1l hands on deck." The second mate
was on deck when witness struck six bells, and he did not know when he
went down to the cabin,

W, A. Good gave evidence as to being called at 7 o'clock on Thursday
morning by seven sallors. He ssked them in, and then went towards the
beach, where he met another man and toolt him to the house, after obtain-
ing assistance. On returning to the besch witness saw three men in the
boat. Two were dead, and one was breathing. Witness gave the latter

some brandy, and he partly (cecovered revived, later becoming stronger.
This was Arbuckle. Witness gave evidence as to the finding of bodies.

A, Good, Dr. Good, J. Lamble, and J. Twomey also gave evidence, the former
as to finding Chappell's body ,and the latter as tao the number of wrecks
near Qeo,

The jury returneda verdict that deceased met their deaths by drowning.

NAUTICAL ENQUIRY

Mp, H. Bedford, Collector of Customs, New Plymouth, has formally taken
charge ot the wreck, The Magisterial Enquiry will bhe held at the New
Plymouth Courthouse on Tuesday next by Mr. R. L. Stanford, S.M.

THE FUNERAL

The funeral of the victims will leave Oco for Pihama Cemetary at 8 o'~
clock tomorrow,




AKANAK) RESEARGH CENTRE

From Ieft to right, M_r 1. Stevenson, seavetury of Lhe Pilama Eamﬂt.m-j Htmrd. who arvanged
" for Uie anehor, to bep laced in the cemetery; Mr A, Edwards, who, with Mr K. W. Gltlllwulr y
|' sulvaged the anchor about six years agej Mrs O, A, Paterson, wha made the anchor -I.\’ollll .
able, and who is a granddaughter of Captain T. Good, who assisted six suryivors ?‘f L i
wreel; Mr Guiliver; Mr R M. Velvin (obseurad); Mr B. Syme und Me . 5, 'itruugﬁv tar”

'3'_ : uhui.u Ed /1. s NIRRT e "ulff&j
Anchor Mounted -

- As Memorial

To Sailors | |

The anchor from a ship
wreclied off  the Tavnuaki
const af Oeo hns been monng='
w98 w meworial in the Pi-

Chnma Cemetery.

The bargue, Lizzie Bell immd—
gred on the coast on July 24,
180T, wid 12 orewimen lost t.heir
Hyves.,

_The snchor wos mounted over
thielr communal graye in a ecepes
mony held al the cemotery yestm—
day,

The speaker inclnded Mr R, M.
¥elvin, Chuirman® of the Turan-
ehi Lifstorie Places Trust; My, J,
8. Bteonge, depuby-chairman of,
fho trust; Mr W, M. Allan, chalr-
man of the Memant conty Council,
MW R, Lulliver, one'of the men'
who salvaged the anchoy; and e
Tan Btephenson, secretary of Ehe
Pihama Cemetery Buoard, who arn.
ranged fgr, the sanchor  to hn
mounted, L

Thye lanchor - wan salvaged lu
1968 and given to Mis O, A, Pal.
cEsan, "ranﬂduught.u of ; {:.'H.ptmn
T Luud, whn aided the siz sur-
vivors of the 'p_.trbcit i |

TIE ANCIIOR FROM THE BARQUE LIZYIE BELL mouitted in the Jihama (‘I*mten_f J




