Council cash
backs bridge
restoratlon

By ANTONY PALTRI GE

THE New Plymouth Distriet Council
has backed plans to save Tikorangis
historic Bertrand Rd suspension
bridge. \

The councils environment
committee this week derided to give
the trust which is seeking to restore
and reopen the bridge a $10.000 grant
from its heritage fund.

The bridee was built in 1927 and
replaced on earlier one opened in

has a category two listing from

storic Places Trust, while the

cil is considering giving it a

ategary A classification in its
~ ed district plan.

“ October 1985 due to

continuing deterioration, the bridge

s closed to all traffic except

cyclists and motorcyeists.

=0 used for horse trekking and

; ; ‘ép‘ared last vear by a
registered engineer put the cost of
repairing the t mdge at $459.000.

COUNCIL CASH: The hlstonc Bertram Rd suspenswn bndge was buﬂt in
1927, but is now closed to motcnsed traffic. \ , .

Trustee Peter Wﬂsen who 'hves

_adjacent to the bridge on Bertrand Rd,

gaid the councﬁs grant was gaod
news.

Mr Wilson said the trust Wuuid use
the councils support fo gain money
from other funding scurces.

“Its important because it links two

dlstncts, its a historic link and it is
the only bridee smtable to get stock
over the Waitara River”

Mr Wilson said the bridge was
reasonably sound and the; council had
carried out maintenance to ensure it
was safe for pedestrians. The trust has
until June 30, 2001 to use the grant.




