.

stamped

of footprints left by cld~time Maoris, some hurrying in war
some fleelng from tribal warfare and many p!
stamp the trail which became the Whaka ahurangi track, one of the

of New Zealand’s anclent

between Kairoa Pa (near Lepperton) and Ketemarae Pa (near Normanby) from
the 16th until thé 18th century, !

JATURDAY, MARCLI 21, 1858.

ootprints of three centuries

out ancient trail

partles,
roceeding in peace, help t0
most famous

pathways. It was the main Maori highway in Taranakl

bush Was burnt off and the need fo]at least six miles an hour, although)

atovafed by the Taranaki regional s clear route svolded. ers y have been re-|
sommstwee of the Historic ol b g ORI Lol o along |
Trus: st & point on the track near [recognised passage from wmrdedummllp“' g
Scutiore identifies for present and |Taranaki in the north to South|beach routes ¢¢ up te 20 miles an|
2uture foms & T ki|T i wished to = c. The ful|
- mogh route” which meeded no|avold the Tarauaki tribes It was Hour_ i Sunapencs i

an inland pathway, about 3t. wide |traveller kept o & speed oI about |

and well identified.

Travellers who used it constantly
bent twigs or nipped buds of over
growth as they hurried along.

War partles were the exception.
They sought to maintain a speed of

contribute his quots to keeping the

track clear without undue effort. |
Men, women and children used |

the Whaka shursngl track, and it

was & woman, Ruapu-tahbanga, who '

could have given the route its name

" She war & much-marTied chiel-
tainess of the Ngati-Rua-nul tribe
;: of Patea who journeyed to Kawhis

e

=S

to marry one Whatihus. He agreed,

cause for ecomplaint and she|
promptly left him, aboul 1580, to
return to her owR people.  Alter
\tarrying at MOKSG, where she tﬂn-i
porarily engaged another husband, |
Ruapu-tahangs cootinued her jour-
ney along the Whake shurangi
track. .
When her party reached a place,
identified by the historlan and sur-
veyor Percy Smith, ss the modern
town of Stratford, she camped for
the might. She lay on her back
with her face to the sky. to give the
‘Whakaahu (to turn )

name

—rangi (the hepvens) to her resting

place and the track.

| The sctual site has been disputed

% |in » note left by W. H. Skinner, who
! Isays the site was pear the town of

Midhirst, His| correction s Dow

generally -

. Yet another, sutharity, James

{|Cowan, says the Dame alludes to
“the gradual sscent Lo the helghts

as the eastern Tanges of the moun-

taln approach.”

Party of 2000

Walkato used it
brought what must have been the
largest party when, about 1830, he
led 2000 men, women and children
of the Ngati-Tos tribe from Kawhia

to take possession of Eapit! Island.
The going was often hard, with
no bridges over the many streams
and several rivers which had to be
crossed, Often it must have been
muddy and wet. Yet it was generally

three miles gn hour, ensbling him to |,

but later gave his wife from Patea |

recognised 88 being & safe -route
not so veiy different from those

ging the capacitles of ‘the
Maori traveller on other major
trails.
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and the diffieulties of passage were|FiSE
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