QIFT OF HAPORUNUI JO IHE BOROUGH BY LK.AND MRS. BURGESS
Statement by His Worship the Hdayor.

July lé6th. 1936, o

The Meeting toduay has been culled at very short
‘motice but in view of its nature 1 am sure that no apologles
are necessary .

It 13 my plensant duty to iniorm vou that ®r, end ¥rs. C.H.
Burgess have intirated to me thoir intention to give to the
Council as a pablic resort for the recreation and enjoyment
of the people of this town and district their b { 3
home at the Heetings of m \gtcrs, dangore}. ;24,
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A“ms 1!'%0 e first time by any weans that n’x{ and
Mrs. Burgess have given concrete evidence of their great .
interest in the town in which they live and of the warm
affection they bear for its pecople. Nor is it the first
time that the pecople of New Plymouth have benefited from their
public spirit and generosity.
el Lot

All of us smmmmdee the bezutiful Kiosk in Pukekura rark
which they erected, furnished and fitted out entirely
at their own cost. Then amongst auny other thinge too numerou:
to mention we have the Burgcss Childrens' Playgrournd at
Wullace Place so popular amongst the children of tha% loality,
another gift from ip. and mrs. Burgess. Their gitts have beer
extremely gencrous and have shown the wonderful public spirit
which animutes thea . These gifts are however, surpessed
by the personal work they have donu and the personal
interest they have taken during a long period of ycars
in everything pertaining to the development of the town and
the welfare of its people. They havc worked with and assisted
so meny organisations in this town that 1 will not attempt
to e¢numerate them. i P

As Mayor and dsyoress of the town froam 1915 to 1919 they
did outstanding work and their work for the benefit of the
Soldiers goinz to and retuming -from the War wnd for the
benefit of the Returned Soldiers after the War forz a
glorious chupter in their lives and &n inspiration to everyone
of us. And now as & climax to all that has gone belfore
they have given to the puople this beautlful property
" Hupurunuiv,

This property is wcll known throughout the District., It
is situate at the Meetings of the Waters and contains 1%
acres, 2} acres of wnich is tecautifully laid out in lawns &and
shrubfveries, the balance hoing good bush urotecced from the
winds by hedges »f exotlc trees. The bulldings which I
believe huve cost over £3000 to evect hermoni.se perfectly
with their surroundings and can at « wodcrate cost be converte
into a modern and up-to-date tea Kiosk. The property adjoins
a large Scenic hescrve owned by the Lrown and contiolled
by & Scenic Board of which thn suyor of the Borough for the
time belng 1s a member. Thoe property can be linked
up with this Scenic Reserve and the two combined will .ora
@ wonderful heritzge for the puoples. The outlicok Zrom
the property 1s raally inspiring end teken in denjunction
with the Scenic Reserve I venture %o say it ls 2 beuuty
spot impossible to equal in its cliss in the scuthern
Hemisphere. Thias is a big thing to say but %nia is not
only my improssion but it is the impression of many pecople
familiar with buavty spots in all parts of the World.

The only condition attached by idr. snd Mrs. burgess s
thut the Council shell maintsln the property for the use
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and beneflt of the people und we cean in wll chankfulness
accept the trust.

In the transfer of the property to the Council later
on it will be nccesscry to fix the details of <he tiust but
this will be arranged by the Borough wolicicor with the
donors., It will Pjso be necessary at a later date te naze the
property tnd I um sure that you will zgrec that the only
name we can give it will be " Burgess rark . As sucn it will
remein for all time as en ebiding dcwmoricl of tho graut publin
spirit of dr, and drs. Burgess and of the wara uffcction they
have alwuays evinced for the town of thelr adoption and for Lhe
people amongst whox they huve lived so long.

Steps will require Lo be tuken to grrunge for the
Officiul opening of the purk. Inis L hope muy teke place
next wonth during the celebrations in connection with the
Dlamond Jubilee of the Borough. In this connecticn i¢ sceus
@ happy eugury for the Celebrs'.ons that u gif't such as this
addlng so much to the umenities of thc town should have been aad.
Just at this time. I suggest thit the foliowing resolutlons
be passed by the Courcil -

L. That this Council in the nume und on behulf of the
people of New Plywouth graterully accepts the gift
of the property " Hupurunui® tendered by Mr. and urs.
C.H. Burgess as a public resort for the recreation and
enjuyment of the people end unaertukes that it will be
feithfully maintolnud tor tho purposes for whicr it Las
been glven.

2. That in conveylng the preceding resolutlon to Ur. &
Nrs. burgess the auvor be requested to ascertain whether
they will permit the purk to be Ynown s " Burgess Park'.

3. That this Council sgain places upon record its
appreclation ot the invaluuable services rendered by
dr. and Mrs. C.L. Burgess tu New Plymouth and Dictrict
and for the spirit of geodwill evinced by their
throughout a very long period of public aservice in
zctively assoclating themselves wlth every movement
having for its cbject the advinccment and pnrosperity
of the town and the welfare oi i{ts people. Thut
the Coan@# @lsc relterutes Ltts grateful thanks for
the gifté t! y nave froam tlme to tlae made to the
town #nd gladly caoraces tuils opportunity of expressing
the hope that M1. and adrs, Burgess may long be sptred
to thc town end to cach other in the fu)l :njoyment of
the best of hevltn and cvely vr.osperity and that tivays
smeng st the wost pleasant acmories of thelr lives may
be the knowledge of the eflorts sc¢ wide so sustuined
end so varied which they with such aanirest public
spirit huave made for the welfure of the covaulity
on which thcey have lived so long.



