Roebuck House

Description

Roebuck House is a two-storied reinforced concrete building on the Powderham Street / Currie Street corner. The concrete is now painted but it was originally finished in a coloured cement render patterned very convincingly to look like sandstone. It is art deco in style with restrained geometric motifs decorating spandrel panels, the columns between the windows and the parapet. The entrance in the centre of the Powderham Street elevation is emphasised by a balcony (from where news announcements were made at the time of general elections), and a cluster of stepped planes, fluted columns and flagpole giving a strong vertical composition of abstract motifs.

History

Roebuck House was built to house the offices and printing works of the Taranaki Daily News newspaper. These were subsequently moved to a building on the opposite side of Currie Street. The building has continued in use as offices; it has been recently painted, with new aluminium joinery in place of steel, and a new veranda.

Statement of Significance

Roebuck House is a very good example of art deco design of the 1930s, designed by an important local architect T. H. Bates. Its scale, form and decorative interest give it an architectural and townscape value, and it has social and historical significance in being a place of news disemmination in the city over some 55 years.
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