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Although Salvation Army work was not commenced in

Paranaki until the offielsl opening of the New Plymouth

Corps on March 1, 1884, the general public had not heen left

both the local

in ignorance of its activities, as
newspapers, the Taranaki Herald and the Dailly News had
carried frequent references to the movement in England, and,
following upon the comuencementk of the work in Dunedin on
Apr 11 1, 1883, there had been many press assocliation

messages about developements = some favourable, and others

The "Herald" of April 2, 1883, stated "The Salvation
Army opened a campaign in Dunedin in the Temperance Ilall,
There was a small at-tendance, They wear neat uniforms, but
ppear very uneducated,” A few days labter, the "News,
referring to the opening campaign, sald,"The captaln
accompanied the singingx on a concertina. They are sald to
be uneducated, and without money = the latter they hope %o
raise by their own exertions.," (lews, 7-4=18833p.l0jc.2,)
It is a matber for conjecture just how far the then
o

ne

editor of the liews had his tongue in his cheek when
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publishing an extract from "Punch" on the Selvation Army,
partiicularly in view of later editorial comment,

liowever, in the News of March 31, 1803, (p.djceé¢) the
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Chu rehman" was taken to task thuswises~ "The N,Z, Churchman,

Published in Dunedin, has had the guestionable taste to
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insert with approval a quotation from "Punch" on the
Salvation Army. Considering that the remarks of the

gomie paper are pure burlesque, and that such was not the
gou=rece from which to draw material whereby to judge a
movement of which many just and good men in the Anw-glican
and other Christian communions thoroughly spprove, the

act ion of the "Churchman" can scarcely be sald to savour of
#that char-ity whi-ch a religious organ might be expected to
play., The quotatién made from "our witty contemporary"” and
which looks very queerly in a Christian msgazine,is as
followss= "The Sglvetion Army was sure not to exist long
without an imitation, and we are therefore not surprised to

hear of a Salvation Navy under the direction of a person

wt

calling himself Admiral Tug. Admiral Tug has learnt the trick

from Genersl Booth of treating the most sacred things with
almost blasphemous familiarity, end he has sumsoned his
supporters with the followix& fimitation of the thu
sea songie= "O0n Board the 'ﬁii@lﬂj&b.“

"Come all you sinners, young and old,

With 'earts once cast in 'eaven's mold,

And join our Ker-istian Havy bold,

%

On board the 'Allelujah,

We're bound Xxbto floor the forts of sin,

And the devil himself will soon cave in,

Then join the side kthatXmxboumdxkaxwim is sure to

On board the '"Allelujah,"

4 a
& -




e

As the mo-vement spread to other centres, the local pepers
earried reports of riots and the formation of skeleton armies,
Then, from an English newspaper, the "News" of May 5, 1883,
(Pellje.d,) quo=ted kthe followingt- "A large number of
respectable but short-sighted people who lent their favour and
gave € heir money to the mischievous burlesquem of a religious
movement called the Salvation Army have now come to their
senses, The Earl of Shaftesbury has denounced the whole
busin ess in terms of the strongest reprobation, The clergy are

1
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palnfully sware now of the havoe thelr service has wrougth

among the humbler members of thelr congregations, The minds
which are cagptivated to religlon by nolse and the lanpuage of
carnage, by kthe symbols murder and incendiarism, sre 1ll-
balanced, and the after-effect isx as painful es the getting sober
to a man or woman whex has been drunk for a lengthened period,
There 1s hope that the worst is over, The funds are falling,
and even an offer of 5% here below snd salvation wp above has
not brought in the sinews of war to the General's satisfastion,”
Reports of a different kin d came soon after from Auckland
and Dunedin, The "News" of May 19, 1883, (p.l0jec.3,) reported
that "the Salvation Army 1s asctually refo ming the larrikins of
Auckland., The leader of the skeleton army and some of his men
have joined the Salvation Army, And the pubs are emptying.” The
Same paper, on June 23, declared, "It is no ted that the Dunedin
police cells have had fewer occupants lately than for some months

1]

past, and the Salvation Army 1s credited as the cause,
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action 1s taken by the Salvation Army in the directlion indleated,

The lgoris are quite prone to become fanatical over any
roligious revivel of thelr own, without having imported into

thelr kisngas the uniforms, and drums, and brazen #nstrumsents

of these blatant Salvationists, We are very glad, that, so far,

we have escgped the infliction that these burlesquing 'capt-ains!

have put upon other towns of the colony, We hope we do not
want the Salvation Army here, and we are qulte sure that to
allow them to get among the Maorlis would be sheer madness,"

Two months went by, and that writer's fears were reallsed,
Herald" of February 292, 1884,(p.3) carrled the following
advertisements~ "Salvation Army. Selvation meetings, To-morrow,
Sat-urday kthe lst,, at 7.30 p.m,,led by Stalff-Cepthin Wright,

&
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assisted by Ceptaln Bowermen, Cadet Newbold, and others, in
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known as Courtenay's Auction foom," Page two had

this paragraph, "The Salvationists have taken Courtenay's Room

for the purpose of holding their religicus services in, and
to-morrow evening the Rev, Mr, Wright, assisted by the Rev, Wr,
Bowerman, will address tho se who may assemble to hear their
Vi_(}‘."ﬁ.u

The War Cry of March 15, 1884, gives the information that
pr lor Lo the indoor meebing, Ceptalin Wright and Cadet Newbold
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1ield an open-aly meeting in Devon Street, Inviting the people

oor meeting which followed, The report states, "The
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room was crowded to exfess,” It urther adds that good
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meetings were held on the Sunday, mwnd subsequent weeknights,
and by the end of the second Sunday some twenty-four converts
hed been reglstered. Later Warz Cry reports indicate that meny
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more converts were recorded in those early weeks,

The Borough Council were soon discu

for at the Council meeting on the Monday night, March 3, the

crowds In the streets was on the agenda, The report
Fs
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from the "Herald™ (Mar,.43p.23C .44 ) reads, " Salvationists, A

discussion took place as to whether erowds of persons should be

he cormers of the streets, but the

c-ln

allowed %o congregatém at
watler was allowed to drop," But not for long. At the meeting

on lay S5, X884, (lerald & May,p.23c.4.) COr, Humphries movedi=

“That the Council give instructions to the police to take

steps to abate the nulsance caused by the people erowding round
the door of the room where the Salvation Army meet, and to make
all leiterers move on," At the next meeting,in June, a letter
was received frou the Inspector of Police, Mr, Yardy, stating
that the Council's instructions relat=ive to the obstruction
Caused by loiterers on the foot=path in the vicinity of the
Salvation Army lall were being carried outk,

évous persons sometlimes tried to break up the meetings,

ot

and one man wgs prosecuted for kthrowing a "stink bomb," The
astual eha-rge was of "having committed s certalin offence,.and to
bthe ammoyance of Her liajesty's subjects, that 1s to say, did

expose a certain substance in the Salvation Army | all, whereby an

offensive and nauseous smell was caused, and damage done to the

lothing of per 8 ther agasmhlad P srasalodo 3 -
elothing of persons there assembled for worship." The case was
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The early problems of
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remininscenses published in connection with the Jubllee in 1034,

incerrectly stated that the fine was £5«0-0 « memory over fifty

ays rellable, (Corps History Book,)
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the growing work made 1t necessary to find more sultable
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Room was now too smell, This

gave the news that "kthe Salvation Army are looking for a site

of land, with the intention of bullding & barracks of their own

that announcement,

in &that block, was destroyed by fire on liay

- TOoE o . T —— al - S—— o = PR - ——
18, 1855, the Army Iall was opened to recelve stock salvaged

from ths threatened bulldings., (Herald 19-8-18058,)

This Hall was most likely the bullding known as the Iron

Store, located on the nort h-sastern corner of Devon and Currie

-

Streets, where the Australia and NHew Zealand Bank now stands,

This bullding was used for some years, until in September, 1890,
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from the National Dank gt an undisclosed price,

effected by Mr, Corkhill, (Herald,
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the report on the Salvation Army

wetion pives an encouraging story of rescue

mlvation Avn
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o amccount of Army work in Taranakl would Dbe complete
t reference to late Envoy Stpehen Pulek, 0./., whe
cal to the province soon after the work co enced, whose
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