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Hdaggsl II. 9: "The glory of thls latter house shzll be
greater than the former, saith the Lord of
Hogts; and in thig plesce will T give peace,
saith the Lord of Hosts, Y

"

THE FRESENT,
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This is & very happy day to ug 2ll, and especially so
iz 1t to ae, Te-day we are cpening a House of Jod, which, I
an confident, shall be of greater glory than ths Pormsr house,
which was built in 1850, at Fukemahos, scme itwo miles distant
from this spot, by mny venersble predscessor, the good Archdesceor
Govett, and called Tukitiarero, Tukkitiarerc iz %o be the name
¢l this house, tee, to be 2 witness to all time that the work
cf God cannot be put back by "the unruly wills =nd pesaions of
slnful men,” And it is to te desdicated to the great Apostle
3%, Peter, ths chief of ths Arostolie vand, to show that, through
the weakness of men is greast, for Zeter denied his Master, yet
God's mercy is grealer, for Trom a humble and tear-steined penitent
God made Peter a great saint, and worthy of a marty»’'s cromml
Great, therefore, is our harpiness to-day, for God has had
compaselcen on ws, His unworthy children, in that He has allowed
us to 111 in the breaches of the walls of His Zicn, =snd permitted
us o see the walls of this new Temple, erectsd te replace those
of the fcrmer Temple, whersein again M¥aori snd Psxeha may find
rget end peace for thelr scouls, Great honour, therefore, has
Fod heen pleasszd to confer upon us in that S2 has cellied us o
this noble work, and allowed us to complete this house o Hig
glory and in memcry of His compassion and loving xindness, 1In
that He has not forgotten His pecple; For on the ruins of ihe
Tormer Temple so full of sad memories 27 ths past, neglectsd,
razed te the ground through the self-wlll and_ evil passions of
mer, i2 now raised this bweautifal 1ittle house Zestined to
Burpass the cother in glory; and where Macri enl Fakeha nay knesl
together, as children of one Hely Father, to receive the Zresd
of Life and the kis= of psace and find rest to their souls,.
Rejoice greatly, therefors, yve children of cne Holy Father.
Lift vwp your wolees in one song and sing of the leving kindness
of God}l  Welcome, C ye Macrisl Welcome, O ye Nghatinau}
Welcome, O ve Kegstikural Welcome, C ye Nghstitsi! Welcome, &
ye ¥Hghatirurul  Weleccne, O ye Nghatirngarsurii Welcome, 2 ye
Nghatiruazal Welcome, ¢ ys Pakeha, %o the latter house, Welcams
to the grest feast which Ged provides for you and for your
children and children's children for ever!  Come and zee how
gracious the Lord is; coms end find rest, for in this plsce God
will give rest snd peacel

THE PAST.

It i difficult to believe that the glory of this latter
houze ghall ba grester than the Tormer nouse; for when the
Tormer was built at Pukemalise,. it was as a bsautiful totara
planted in the garden of the Lerd, It grew and Mourished, and
the Kaoris came to it and sang their Mztins ard Eversong in
praise of 3Fod, 258 the tul sing=s his scenz anidst the trees,
ey were the whares thet surrounded i3, and hapoy were the lives
of these who lived thersin. Every day 4did they meet ait the
l1ttie Churech to give thanksz unto God, and praise Eis Wams for



gver and ever, And Trom far and near did they cche on the
sundays to receive the Holy Communior ard teo hesr the Werd of
- L X : o

God presched, Grest was their welcome and grest wes their

mcw when tne &Archdsgacor came to administer +the Holy Sacramenis,
lenehera was their lay resder and feithfull they were %o him.
Tt was a time of calm and peace and presperity Pukemanos was

a garden oY flowers giving forth pleasant smell bhefore the

cold wind of winter had blasted its flowers, But, alagz!

What before was a garden becsme a wildermess. Through the

sed wilfulness of nen this happenss. The flowers wers blasted
and driven hivher and thither hy the wind. The war broke

cut, the bell of the Church becemes silent, the sorgs of preiss
ceased, the carved works on the Sanctusry of God were cut down
Wwith exes and hamners. Fire wes set upon Fed's Holy Place and
the dwelling-place of Hi= Name was defilsd, evon unto the
ground., The storm burst upon the pah, and levelled every-
thing befors it. The Maoris scatvered, and Pukemahces bacame
a wilderness, But <the lamp of Charistianity 4id net burn
ltsell out. It was kep*t burning by s Tew Zsithful liacris

who remained true to Christ in the midst of all their sufferings
and the breasking of their hearts, through the vislsznce of the
storm which beast =o uzor them. God éid not forget His
Hﬂbmwwdmﬂam for ever, The lamp was found burning here by she
nisslonariss, and since then it has been trimned and fed, ard
now it bhurns brightly, and the result you sse hereir the glory
¢f this latiesr house, which surpasses the former house. And
the gardsn of the Lord will flourish sgain, and the flowers will
grow, and the wllderness shall flourish ss a rose, and Jod will
give psece here Tor ever'

TEE FUTURE.

Kany there were of the children of Isrsel in Jerusalen
who wept as they remsnbered the old Temple where they had ac
often worshioped and adored God, Bit God said, "consider
FOGr wWays. GFa up to the mountair, and bring wood and build
the house, a2nd I will take pleasure in 14, and I will be
glopifiedt, (Hag. I, 8.) S0 tney went up in%o the
mountain full of faith and courage, and brought the wood and
built agsin the Fouse of God, “"that was waste', and pullied down
and deflled in those evil deys thst belfell thenm, And the
ouae rose up from the ruing of the old - reaes up full of besuty
and glory,

Eut to the »1d people who remembersd the former Temple
"in hsr first Glory" thiszs one appeared in their eyes 'in
cornparision of it as nothing". Ard they wept and were sal,
Bud the Lord of Hoste sz2ild, "why do you weep? The glery of
this latter house shall be greater than the former:" snd why?
Because the desire of =211 nations, His owvn Son, the Scn of God,
the srince of Peace, "shall coms To iy, and fiX:2 it with glory.”

And so 1t was, The ecourss of tazt Tenple would be msde holy
by the sacred feet of Christ, Great wae t2 be the glory of
thast Temple, the latter houss. Jesus Christ came to it, and
filled it witk His own glory, And so 1t nad greater glory
thar the former. 8o it shall be here with thiz house, _
Some of you look to th= nast, to the days of olé, witn heavy
hearts and molstersd eyes, Eat take couragel We are light.

ing = esndle to-day which nothing can pus ocut, Thoge two
epndles you see burning on this 13ttle alter ers syrholical of
what 1= golng to be. Hething can put therm cut! They show
the glory which is to he!l The lamp of Christianity will be
tenderly trimmned here, snd kept surning, and its bright btesms
of light will gride many in Tarenzki through the dark night of
unibelief +to the clear day of the Holy Sospel of Christ, od
will tzke pleasure in His House, ani be glorified thersin, =nd
herein will Hz give peace. Here shall the Macris come I'ton
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far to sing their songs of yreiss, and to tell of the. loving
kindness and merey of Zod, Here the Pakeha shall core and
kneel with the Maori in the hond of the Tove of Jegue, and
receive His Sacred Body and Blosd as Fe Comes Lo hallow and
make sacred and cshed His glory in this latter house, Here

He will give comfort to *peir souls, Eerg will “heimn yourg
mer: and maidens be married; here will thair children be
Dapti=ed in the waters of Llife; here will they be confirmed
by God the Holy Ghost, and from hence wiil they g0 "from
strength Yo strength" uniil they peach tha Eoly Hill of Zien!t
Grest, therefore, shall be the glory of this house, Again,
welcome, 0 y& Maoris)} Welcome, O & Pakeha! Welcome to this
house, Come, O ye Maoris! from far and near; ocome tg this
place! Come end sing that great is the glory of God, Come
from the darknesz of sin and uabelief e the clear light of ths
Zospal of Jesus, Come and be cleansed from all svil in the
Sacred Zlood thai Tlows from the preclcus fountain the dean
Haart of vesus, cpened for us on the hiil of Calveny. Come
and find rest and zomfort for ¥your souals. Thuzg sheall the
glory of this lattesr house be greater than the former, an? thus
shall God give peace in this place!

Amen,




