LOSS TO PROFESSION

WELL-KNOWN DOCTORS
DEAT_HS AT NEW PLYMUUTH

DR H. B. LEATHAM'S
LONG CAREER

‘fwo of Taranakls best
known doctors, Dr. . B.
Leatham and Dr. E. A, Walker.
died within a few hours of each
other yesterday. Dr. Leatham,
who was 82 years of age, had
been 1l for some time, and his
death was not unexpected. Dr.
Walker had o seizure when
doing consultation work In his
surgery last evenlng and died
almost immedlately. He was
68 years of age

Dr. Lyatham wos the oldest practl-
Uotier In Taranuki und gave 54 years of
prolessional service to the district. Dr.
Walker had been in practice in New
Plymouth for 44 years. The death of
these two prominent practitioners is &
great loss to the medical profession an
10 the community in which they were 50
well known and highly esteemed

BORN IN NEV_I’( PLYMOUTH.

Dr. Leatham was the eldest son of the

tate My. H. W. Leatham, who came lo

“Taranaki in the ship Joseph Fletcher in |g¢
Lea

1852, Mr. Leatham took up land on
Frankley Read, and It was there that
Dr. Leatham was 85 1s.
Mot #E wr+ a daughter of John Newland,

The 1ate Dr H. B Leatham,

Who wus une ut the onginal setlers of
by the Amelia Thompson in 1841,

When a boy Dr. Leatham attended Mr.
Crompton's school, and numbered among
the Jate Sir Truby King.

d
settlers to Nelson, where they ematned
till the wars end

GRADUATED IN LONDON.

In 1868 Dr. Léatham travelled w0 Eng-
land with the late Sir Harry Atkinson
and his family. After some years at
schools In_ Yorkshire and in London he
began In 1874 his medical course at St
Thnnuu Hospltal, London,  He qualified

ve years later at the age of 22 and was
nppelntzd ship's doctor to the Wangdnul.
which was bringing out 250 Immigrants.

e
Plymouth, and soon afterward married
the youngest daughter of Judge C. E.
Rawion, n well-known district court
judge, who dled when on a ¥Visit to Bug-
land some years aj

From the time he commenced practice
at New Plymouth Dr. Leatham scted as
consultant and honorary wstant to the
late Dr. O'Carroll, the hospital surgeon
and superintendent. Five years later Dr.
Leat) urray Gibs were
ofMclally appolnted RONOTATY SUFECOns On
the New Plymouth hospital staff and In
1895 Dr. Leatham was appolnted assistant
to Dr, O'Carroll.

When Dr. OCarroll was nppointed
medical superintendent of the huaylh) ln
1896 Dr. Leatham was appointed st
Two years later Dr. O'Carroll's hcsh-h
‘broke down and Dr. Leatham was 8p-
pointed medical ‘superintendent with Dr.
E A Walker as ussstant,  Dr |
Leatham retained” this position untl
1910, when b; retired and Dr. Walker
succeeded

WORK AS RADIOLOGIST.

After resigning his position as medical
superintendent Dr. Leatham ' continued
at the- hospital as radiologist—then o
new study. Gradually hospital duties
took more and more of his time and Dr.
£ P, Pookes o
practice. During the war Dr. Laa
stepped d the bounds of his depart-
ment and assisted In the

ucceeded him in private

general routine
of the hospital, i particular doing
anmesthetic work. He retained his mp-

ted
the hospltal, Bince then he has lived
in retirement at New Plymol
Loathamis  retirement: lmm the
of

y

and ability and to his fine character as
n colleague and citizen. A former Tara-
naki practitioner, Dr. T. H. A. Valintine,
who was for many years professional

The present
Dr. M. H. Watt, also paid tribute to Dr.
Leatham's professional skill and his pub=

A FINE ATHLETE.
In his youtn Dr. Leatham was

thara | Riternoon that be confrmed the

SUDDEN SEIZURE

DEATH OF DR. WALKER

FORMER SUPERINTENDENT OF
HOSPITAL

WIDE SPORTING INTERESTS

Dr. Walker's deatn was unexpectedly
sudden, Me-was in his normal health
throughout the day and it was while be
was attending to a patient n his surgery
lust night that be collapsed with a fatal
heart attact . E. Walker, his only
ton o wia tn an adolning toom,
reached his Zather's side within scconds.
but he died almost immedintely.

Next to DF. Leatham, Dr. Waller hal
been practisiniz i New Plymeuth longer

Atter

honours at the Glasgow University and
gaining experience at the Western In-
firmary, Glasgow. he came to New Ply-
mouth about 1895 to become n partner
with Dr. W. W. Christle. Whtn
Christle returned to Scotland some years
Iater Dr. Walker Look over the pracice

HOSPITAL SERVICE.

Much of the credit for the high
reputation for efficiency held by the New
Plymouth” Hospital must g0 to Dr.
Walker, 1t wis in 1898 that be became
offieinlly mssoctated with the institution
assistant to Dr.~Leatham, medical
superintendent, In 1910 he succeeded
or. Leatham and, with various doctors

assistant cuperintendents, was the
Chtet medical adminlstrator the
hospital until 1826, 1In_ that year, Dr.
Walker 'and Dr. George Home, who had
been appointed, assistant superintendent
in 1920, both resigned. The Institution
had grown so large that it was decided
it required the attention of a full-tme
medical  superintendent  instead of
doctors who had to spare time for it from
their private practices, Mr, J. Maxwell
Clarke, now of Auckland, was appointed
the first rgsident superintendent.

For a number of years until 1920 the
Iate Dr. D. Blackley was In partucrship
with Dr. Walker in New Plymouth.

WAR AND EPIDEMIC WORK.

1t was perhaps during the period of the
Great War that Dr. Walker performe
his greatest service for the town and
district.  With many of the doctors at-
tached to the forces overseas there wis
a shortage of medical men, o that in
addition to heavier calls on his lime In
private practice his duties at the hospital
became increasingly strenuous, Although
all the doctors of the town were called
upon to help with hospital operative
work. on Dr. Walker fell the increastngly
onerous dutles of

Q

d | dustry and skill,

AN APPRECIATION

Two of our most highly esteemed
cltizens have passed into thelr long rest
on the same day—Friday, Nov 17. Notable
men, snd both outstanding medical
practitioners, who served New Plymouth
town and surrounding districts capably,
faithfully and_consclentiously for very
many years—Dr. m since 1880,
Dr. Walker since 1897. They saw New
Plymouth grow from a small coastal town
to its present extent of nearly four miles
of sea fromt.

In those catlier days when distances
were long and travelling hard and
tedious, they carrled healing and comfort
into houscholds up and down the coast
and Into the backblocks that were often
accessible only on horseback. In the
town and n the hospital they atiended
to the medical 'and surgical requirements
of the people with untiring care and
more than ordinary skill sccording to
the state ‘of meascu! and
cquipment st the time,
generation will havg smu!l(l and
fectionate memories of then

They fork active, elptun
sometimes leading Interests in
development and growth of our various
sports and other activities. Dr. Leatham
was especially assoclated with the New
Plymouth Tennis-Club as a one time
active player and a5 its president from
the hrmnnmz, an office which he fulfilled

vards of 20 years, afterwards con-
B B o patron.  He will
membered also &s the motering plonter
of New Plymouth. The first car fo run
In the town was his little Otdsmobile,
tller handle—and o it

ul-

and
the

early
playing member of the Foan o, gave
active and fizancial support, 1o ericket
and football. He was notable
swimmer but his nubmndmg contribution
to the games of the commualty was his
work and influence in  founding, In-
structing. and fathering the Ngamotu
Golt Club, of which he was champlon In
days.  Subsequent physical
disabilities gradually closed his active
arcer s & player, but his knowledge of
the game and continued Interest in It
in uddition to the qualities of his per-
sonality established him as president of
the golt club as long as he 1
tham in his professional work
showed n great aptitude for acquiring
knowledge of recent methods. and in his
less vigorous later years of medieal find
surgical activity he made himself In-
timately acquainled With the theory,
technique and mechanics of radiology,
being one of the ploneers of the Dominion
in this newer department of medical
service. M ce on technical matters
was much souzht after and freely given
w the X-ray departments of other and
larger hospitals.
As radiologist to the New Plymoutny
Hospital he Worked with unremitting in-
He k.p\ hlnnﬂl abreast

E

with dil new developme

1.
inestimable help to his lncdlnl mumuas i~

whenever they sought his speci
sistance.

% n and Dr. Walker were men
of insunctively kindly and helpful dis-
position. They fully merited the gratitude
and high esteem of the community to
which they devoted meu life-work,

EORGE HOME.

and
ather tasks that came within (he special
sphere of the superintendent. The wore
res and strain of those strenuous, anxious
times were probably contributing factors
to a serious lliness abouwt 1017,
This was followed by an equally
strenuous period of work throughout the
1918 Influenza epidemlc in which Dr.

Walker gave outstanding service to the
community.
medical and nursing side of the emergency
work, but performed professional services
throughout the period of a most arduous
nature.

He remained at his work even

The late Dr. E. A. Walker.

though his own health was not what 1t
should have been for such a task and
there are many persons who owe much

to him for his untiring efforts in con-
nection with that scourge.

not only organised thef 4.

WORK FOR HOSPITAL
ACKNOWLEDGED BY CHAIRMAN

The severe loss to the medical profes-
sion of Taranaki through the deaths Yes-
terday of Dr. H. B. Leatham and o E
Walker was referred to by Mr.
Stainton. chalman of the Taranakl Ho.s»
pital Board. Their work at the hos
fonld alvags reman & monument 1o
them, he satd

The passing of two: such well-known
personalities removed two of the best-
known and mnost highly respected men
in hospital work in Taranaki, Mr, Stain-
ion sald. * The wonderful service each of
them had given over a perfod of many
vears in the New Plymouth Hospltal as
medical superintendent, and in the case
of Dr. Leatham also a5 radiologist, would
\livays remain ns the foundation stones
on which the Institution had grown and
developed in the standard of the eare for
the sick and sufferin;

“The news of their deaths will be
learned witht profound regzet,” continued
Mr. Stainton, “and to thefr relatives the
heartfelt sympathy of a grateful com-
munity will be cxtended. The know-
ledge that the lives of the doctors have
ched this community parti-
L it is hoped, be a source of
comfort to thelr relatives.”

be re- |

MODERATOR DESIGNATE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
REV. G. H. JUPP ELECTED

Per Press Association.
CHRISTCHURCH, This Day.
Rev, G. H. Jupp, of Andemson's
Bay, Dunedin, was unanimously elected
Moderator Designate of the New Zealand

As & student Dr. Walker was & keen
athlete and when he arrived at New Ply-
mouth he retained an active interest in
several kinds of sport. As & foundation
member of the New Plymauth Golf Club
he was the first senlor champion in 1903,
For many years as president of the club
he had retained & close assoctation with
the game and it was only  vesterday

arrange

yeary standing to ymum
the rophies at the elmﬁn. 2y to-da;
Dr. Walker Lh!
caub wlwn:d the event.
wes, however,

As & mark of respect
. only ohe of many

i .pexv.. wlm which Dr. Walker was con-

nected, Cricket and swimming were his
chief summer interests and he was patron
of the New Plymouth Cricket it for

follower of Rugby. Boxing and Assocla
tion football were other athletic activities

-haser and won two Grand National
He waa also & great lover of music and

that is best he days
when gral was a populaz
form of lnment he

muslcal socleties fn New Plymouth and
wes & vlne—nmlaent of the New Ply-
mouth Choral Soc! the tme of
its formation nxm. up 1o his death.
Dr. Leatham fs survived by his three
daughters, Mrs. P. T. Pritchard (Danne-
vike), M. Trevor Stmpaom (Atckland),
and Miss Constance Leatham (New Ply-

Ml bereave:

by Dr. Leatham became a great steeple- | pe:

Church at to-day's sesslon
of the General Assembly. His induction
was fixed for Palmerston North on Nov-
ember 12, 1940.

that owed much to Dr. Walker's liberal
support and advice. When a student in
Glasgow he took @ prominent part as &
boxer, swimmer and. Soccer player. He
was & member of the Queen's Park Re-

serves, a well-known Glasgow smateur
i

Boccer team,
EVERYDAY SWIMMER.
Dr. Walker was well-known
Plymouth as an all-the-year-round swim-
mer. For more than 15 years, except
whea ilinss or sbeence from the proince
prevented him, he peves
Taorning bathe at Ngamotu peach In the
winter and the baths in the summer.
Even yesterday morning he had his swim
Dr. Walker was not only interested in
music but was o musiclan of no mean
attainments. He was quite an efficlent
organist and on the occasion, of the
opening of Vhileley Memorial Church
yed the organ when a large cholr
gave & performance of Mendelssohn's
“Elljah," He encouraged all musical en-
terprise and ‘B was: preskdent, of the
New Plymouth Choral Soclety from its

Wiat | tnception tn 1021 Up LIl the present time

and pucerom supporter of lts work.
Whieh he BrTived frst in New Plymouth
unmarried,

Dr. Walker was , but he
brought out his sister, the late Mrs. R.
2 keep douse for him.

married after being capped M.D. with

pos¢rs. | honours. ~ Three ‘other visits to Great

Britain were gidde by D Walker.
the last occasion, while his son
was at Cambridge ummn:y, he nmn
his left leg. That le;
a temporary invalid -mn yeln ms,
1937, when it was again fractured as & Te-
sult of & fall while Dr. Walker was v
Australia for the final cricket
with England,

1%, Walker is survived by his widow,
son, Dr. G. E. Walker, who is practising
at New Plymouth, and a daughter, Mrs.
Qeorge Qriffiths, Kenya,
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