LONG SERVIGE TO |V
NEW PLYMOUTH | -

. DEATH OF MR.
R. J. DEARE

One of New Plymouth's most
prominent cltizens, who had
given wide service to the ecom-
munity” sn a nambér of local .
bodles, Mr. Rabert Jayes |
Deare died this morning at the y
age of 83 years.

About two years ago Mr. Deare
suffered an lllneas from which he
did not fully recover, but his pads-
ing today was qults unexpected.

A natlve of Greymbuth, he was
the last syrviving member of the
faally of Captain Willlam Deare, a |
Thames River pilot beforé he| .
brought 'a ship to New Zealand, |34
whers he jolned the Inter-coloniai| ™
trade as a master. At one stage, | 9U¢
Captaln Deare commanded the li- | Wik
fated Inter-lsland .ship P nguin, | 0¥
which was wrecked off *‘Terawhitl, | {00

With members of nls family, the| A
late Mr. Deare lived In- boyhood at|gsn
Nelson and Lyttelton, before setting | it§
out on hix own ‘at the age of 14 [plec
years ‘with only £1 In his pocket. | tag]
Landing In Wellington, he spent |add
13/6 onga new hat, but lost it when | was
hs boa a {ram In the wind, and [to |
was left .gith only 7/6. hay

Howevet, he soon found employ-
ment, and i{n 1903 landed in New
Plymouth, He first purchased a| M
small {footwear business In Egmont | had
Street. He made the business pros- | Ram
per to such an extent that larger | The
premises were needed. He then|ndite
moved to the present site of the|thot
AMP, building on the corner of | out
Devon and Egmont streets, and In | then
1914 transferred to the present sits'/ A
of Deare's Ltd. which ha founded, | tary
and which Is now conducted by two | one
of his sons, In' his early days, the|of :
bunnmwuhwwnunwves Boot | tavo
AXM a ‘was

LOCALVBODY WO“ arim

Mr, Deare was widely - interegted | . A
in mmny projects In New Plymouth | 5pec
during the past half century, A |the
foundation member of the Ngamotu | dinr
Beach Committee, he bullt the first
of the beach cottages in 1914, and u
the bullding stil stands.

For 20 years, from April, 1927,
Wl his retirement In November, C(
1947, Mr, Deara served as a mem-

present  beautiful gardens were
~largely lald out during the tims he
scrved on the board and became its
grounds superintendent, D
Por a number of years he Tepre- w
snted the city ward on the Tara-| ¢
naki Education Board and took a w
noted intersst In the deulopmnnt a
of education in the province. - N
Mr, Deare was elected ta the New
Plymouth Borough Counctl in April, €.
1817, and held office on the council R
uniil April, 1919,
One of the oldest justices of the ‘trap
peacs {n New Plymou'h, Mr. Dears sald
took an actlve interest in the work M
of the justices’ assoclation. mat
Besides gardening, which had Wel
always fascinated him, the late Mr,
" Deara took a keen Interest in music, bad
As a flautist he played in the Wel-
lington City Orchestra before com-
Ing to New Plymouth, and he was
connected with many musical or-| g
ganisations in this eity. For & nume«|ghe
ber of years he conducted the chil- | yeq
dren's Sunday school cholr for thel .,
St. Aubyn Street Methodlst Church. | o
In later years one of his principal | ory¢
interests was woodwork, and he had I
at his home one of the city's best cont
workshops, where he spent many n |
hours nfaking all types of articles, dept
Predcceased by his wife three case
years ago, ‘Mr, Deare leaves one M
daughter, Mrs. Joan Gordon of Wel- thea
lington, and four sons, Messrs. Roy,
Kenneth and Clifford Deare of New
Plymouth, and Norrls Dears of
Stratford. There are also a number
of grandchildren and zeveral great
grandchildren. Chr
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