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‘T IN Another of New Plymouth's carly and ju.,’t}
historical lapdmacks s about to disapiear. | abjee
The march ol, Progress necrssitates that peopt
| the old musp make way for the new, and He
the Round #House, ‘hm% hns &taod In [ syt
Hew Plymoliih for Tiy B0 years, 15 now | 1 gy
to be demgished lu ake way for exten- |1 gm
axm‘ to p§¥fmises for 2 motur

SIDER

Oox The bullding is & led 3 Wa
Sireet, opposite the C¥htral Fdant School,
and wi I pulled todn durlng the next |

few \wek'u
The hoyse, which was brought In parts | Sir,
Day, | from England by s first owner, I§ rich |2 et
dlingtan | in tery that begins with its »uv«s 1o | Slgnec
s being | New Zealand 86 vears aue ar hieow
‘r. The|been named the “Round Muus(‘ for olng .
‘e largs [many years, but is more octagenal in
shape with o1 extension ta lhe castera | MOt ¢
side. s timbers are tarkably p»c.\mcln|

alf. served and it still has (@ original Jocks | Wil ¢
an the doors. It is pot MMarge building “‘:d
!and on the groundTflo as lonly mnlnnn.ct

Hln) 2‘l‘onms On the se®nd faor, which was|the &
- 3 added some time after it was erected, ' ¥

‘i RINg | there are six  bedrooms. four being
te. 820 three-cornered and two rectanpular, Al-
fell); | together it Is a quaint house.

THE BARQUE GWALIOR.
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| The frame of steel and the timbers
| of the house were brought to New Ply-
mouth in 1852 by Mr. Thomas Hirst,

wh- who was accompanied by his wife and

crs 1aie fam of four girls and one boy,

’” 2| They travelled in the barque Gwalior,

of 404 tons, and it was 2 most disastrous
voyage of over six months. There was
i 8en- {a shortage of food and waler, a mutiny
on b\.nd. and a coptain who had the
orrors”  and  eventually  eommitted’
suicide. The siip was leaky and badly Tl
trimmed and  was  defimtely  Jopeided.
1250 | When the passengers suggested o the
captain that it was dangerous he mn-
swered that if it sank they would only |  Sin—
reach Heaven a little sooner than they E}“" Z

:El 1 expected, isrep
5| That the ship reached port was due “;“mi
3 |only to lucky circumstances and 1o hay. | 3cheme

ing t put inte Cape Town for water cnfed
Kohu- and for food. At that port they took |cCiam
Fower | on board the late Mr. Chantrey Harris,

el |0 well-known  Wellington  newspaper- scl:emc
mnr, o8 first mate. He, by sheer pluck "':‘ w’;ﬂ
6.39). | and good scamanship, brought the vessel | il
a partizl wreck into the Auckland har- [‘5:11; [sm
bour.
R | Mrond Moh Bt left it at the Bay | 7F U
... 1|of Islands to continue the trip on a the suc
(5. coastal schooner,, and the condition of and ste
... 2the Gwalior wes reported at Auckland | oo 50
H. to the suthoritics, who sent H.M.S. Pan- product

3‘dom 10 bring it Jpto port. The Hirsts land cc
Ridd, \-mnu on ta NewdPlymeuth a lived | g9 per
Flsing in the raund hopse for a timefbefore | know t
. aa: taking a farm, Lal&ln the ‘sixties they | epsts, 1

returned o live

¥ re and remainder compete
BOTUS | yntil the death of ‘3, Hirst in 158, | ot
|3 ORIGINAL POSITION. i), "W
At the time of its erection the house “::' “],1::

ter, | was a single-storied building according | oo Lo

10 a painting that is at present in the
1) curly colonists' section of the New Pjy-

A mouth Museum, and it wag sitvated in
.. 2 Devon Street, then Devon Lire, The
c. date of the addition of the second storey

e

is not known, but it is thoughtjta have pmduclr
iegal beon in the ‘fifties. Together with the Is fifty
figdie | Sauare House" that is n]m;sxdu it to-| e soht
B Bﬂld"}‘ the “Rounid House” was shifted by | gelends.

Ty Mr. William Courtney fren the Devon be a goo
4361 | Street frontage of the section on which
Uit stands o the an:mny Street front- | New Ply

age.
It has changed ds  several times Ngw

n- since the Hirsts left it in 1883, ®8d at

.« 1 |one stage was occupied by Mr, agil Mrs.

ty 2 |Batten, grandpsrents of the ous

- aviatrix, In fact there is a story cur.| Sh—F
3 rent that it was Jean Batten’s birth [Borough
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itana | OFFICERS' MESS. v

previous
Gen- | During the absence of the Hirsts In mendatio

ulem | Enzland in 1860 the house was used as and hea
an officors’ mess in the Maori War by protest f

lone of the regiments, the “Square|about Cc

4 House ' being wsed for o similar purpose distinctly
by the officers of the 43rd Regiment It |mittac's
was also used as a refuge afler the [had reac
White Ll:ﬂ: munssaere in February, 1869. | cconomle
B Memories of the two houses are vivid |scrapped-
to Mrs. W, H. Skinner, New Plymouth, | Counellly

a grand-daughter of the Hirsts, When |Committe
the “Sguare House" was crecled and| You, I
hoefore the partitions were placed inside |time, Mr.
W Mr. Hirst held a ball typical of the Vic- |tive pelie
i is | torian days with the garments of that |trams—If
ther | period and the old quadrilles, for this ¢
wrge. | The house is substantially the same | position
o5 when it was oecupied by the original | Wil not |
residents, altheugh it has deteriorated |that the
in the past 20 years. The reason for its
demolition is that the section on which | New Tl
" it ‘stands has bedn purchased by Len
- 1| Nicholls Motors Ltd. and will be used | [We e
) 2lfor the extension and remodelling -of | Meither t

i i ratepayer:
ol the garage premises. trn{nwiﬂ
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