Such a fate has perhaps
attended Charles Brown,
best known in a 20th
century -Taranaki ‘as “the
son of the man who was .
the friend of Keats”

Yet Charles Brown earned
respect in his own right, fn his own
time, and played a big share in the
| bullding of the New Plymouth settle.
| ment of a century and more ago
| : He was the only son of Charles

Armitsge Brown, landed at New
Plymouth from the Amelia Thomp-

(his father followed in the
Ordental), was returned 10 the
lative Council when 32 years of age
and was first superintendent of the
Province of New Plymouth. During

(By & Staff Correspondent)

~When I return trom Port Nichel-
son, if I can get & sketch of a
threshing machine. T intend to make
ome as there will be about 3000
bushels of grain bere next harvest
and farmers are now paying one
penny & bushel for threshing wheat
by hand. At half that, it will pay
me handsomely for the machine.

“This letter would have been

is golng today to Sydney in the Star
o hsve Dot got the
money, but be has left a power of
attorney with & person here to re-
ceive ‘the balance of the
of & house after = mortgage of %0
on it has ben paid, and pay me out
of it, which I think there will be
money enough to 6o.
—" Yours, CHARLES BROWN."
The grave referred to in this
letter was completed on Marsland
Hll, but when the hill was
and’ fortified just before the war
began the memorial was covered
with earth, It was rediscovered some
70 years later.

hliched

stature in literature, the son was of
immediate consequence in the New
Plymouth of the 1850s.

An 1844 lett

of that busy colonial
in a private letter

life is

triend o0 April 26, 1844. This was
‘wo. years after the desth of his

st not

utmost came to £3986/15/6, exclud-
vested and

ing the sum im the pro-
ceeds ce. .. . I aball
therefore g0 to Port Nicholson -as

shall by the first op-
portunity, &s I pride mysell & little
lon the execution.

Tevealed
Charles Brown wrote to a London | ¢ 1

. | Watreka, where he commanded. the

L pap
Charles Brown also inherited from

“It Is to be hoped that be
(Charies Brown) may be pre-
valled upon seme sy to make
them public, apd  fawee from
 New Zesland a velume of remi-
miscences of these great Mierary
genluses of pur ers. A work of
such & character would be of
in  fteelf, and

The tather only knew New Zealand
for seven months, He died i
New Plymouth in June, 1843, in;

conditions  contrasting |

His son survived untll 1901 and
the age of 81 years. He was 31
when he landed at New Plymouth
and 35 when of the
Teranaki Militia. *The warrant of
his appointment, by Colonel Thomas
Gore Browne, is held by Mrs. Hart-
Jey.

Captain  Charles' Brown distin-
guished “himself st ‘the Battle of

volunteers at Jury's farm, where the
wounded were collected. Later, and

THIS 38-ROOM HOUSE where Charles Brown (and his father) lived was amongst the largest in early New Plymouth. It was
called “The Pines” and was situsted on the town side of the Henul River. Amongst its amenities were two bathrooms, with
cold water l1ald on. Some people described them as “expensive luxuries.”

Charles Brown was more
than a son of a famous man

ARANAKI history, as with history everywhere, measures the past by the
contributions of individuals. A leader stands out, directs and shiapes the life

of his community or nation, and plays his paft. -Generally, that part is
acknowledged, but sometimes not as fully as might be, particularly when the
individual is shadowed by the stature of his father.

wrecked passengers and crew of the
Lord Warsley.

CHARLES BROWN, in later

Two classes

La:
not 5o well known, was his interven-
tion 1o protect the lives of the ship~

Another * military
Charies Brown lives od in &

pened in New Zegland‘noss ore

®

HELPLESS,

o saakvvw HAD TAEM
ON FE

Aihost |
B.13 THE

= CAPT. GOODENOULGH
FOR NZo

To SAIL
BAD WEATHER CON-

on a life of service to the New Plymouth

picture of
letter

BETSY HAD LEFT A SEALING GANG

N UE 158 (N AUGUST SHE

TRIED 7O PICK THEM UP T SPENT

THREE WEEKS BATTLING AGAINST

- HEAVY SEAS,
—_— '

FINALLY SHE HAD TO ABANDON
THE GANG OF THIRTEEN MEN ¥
A EY, BUT A SEF €5
OF M-W. GALES FORLED

TINVED, THE BETSY SUFFERED !
SEVERE DAMAGE —TWO RUDDERS |
WERE LOST. Fi

00D ® WATER |

1TSELF IN SWOLLEN QOINTS.

1T MANIFESTS
CONTRACTED SINEWS,® EXCRUCIATING ~

DY'NG MEN, ADRT.
THUS LIGHTENED THE WHALE BOAT

(© :FEAR OF BEING KILLECWEATEN.
ON FEB. 2%, 1816, THEY WERE

RESCUED BY THE BRIG ACT/VE.

THE TWO WHITE SURVIVORS REACHED
s;(vnw EYE\MV OF TARITI ONOCL|,
1816, - TH! e g
GANG LEFT k

0 S e oy ;zzn-m
LvP N I THE

B AMARY, 15 Moumw B’Aﬂm BEING

LEFT THERE. oF

RIOD ALL mme

ing experience before,
adventures, 4t might b remembered.
He wrote:—

“I have the honour to maks the
following recommendations:

*“Classification:
name of the force com the

N.C.Os and private, they be divided
into first and second classes, the

| not drawing the beer or rum for
imm should be allowed £1/10/~
®

life, when he could look back
settiement.
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