“Italiap-style”

THE IMPERIAL — —: as It was bullt in the 1860s. Thh photograph was probahly taken
in the early 1870s as the hotel sign shows John'Uncles as prnprlelnr. — Taranaki Museum photograph.

mm The hhl. mow owned by Mr Cnlg In the 18805 (The Cvnvent In left centre background was bullt in 1884). The structure
Bas w and 'so has the street! BELOW: Mrs Tabor’s Improvements added a handsome frontage to the hotel In lsna The,
-mmﬁ- earned a column of pralse from & Tarapaki Herald Teporter who described the: balcony’s supports

+castdron nhulu with hexagonal bases lmi spiral stems.” — Pictures by courtesy Ta nlki Museum,

.“handsome

Rumours of a raid by a highwayman and a visit by a
runaway bult are colourful. incidents in the history of New
Plymouth’s Imperial Hotel, which is due to be demolished very

shortly.

The hotel has changed both in shape and size
since it was built in 1864. It began sérvice as a
three-sforey structure but later lost a complefe

floor during remodellin;

g work to up isde the

premises.

Last week's article des-
cribed some of the charac-
ters assoclated with the 107-
year-old hotel and its more
recent  history. is con-
cluding « articie covers . the
establishment . of , the Im-
pmn:l m—\nr to the turn of
the. C¢

The annna'kl Herald files
of Deceml 17, 1864, re-
.cvl’d lhnl (hr Imperial (then

imed  the  Traveiler's
nnu-n mng built for’ Mr
Willia Heawood,  “will
have n frontage to Devon
St and Currie St, Is upward
of 40ft In height, the front-
ages exiending 500t intp
each other.
ELEGANT

*Whe hed the ex-
terior will *present a very
elegant appearance, as the
arctitectural design is taste-
ful, being in the .ornamental
Nallan style. A private en.
trance {rom bath Devon and
Currie Sts will lead _thke
Visitor through a spacious
hall to dining room, billiard
room and parlours. From
the hall. a handsome stair-
case leads to drawing room,
sleeping  apartments  and
bathrooms. From this floor
access may be had.to the
balcony, which will run the
full lenﬂlh of d)e building in
both streels.

“The third ‘floor also
comprises convenient bed-
rooms. The basement con-
4ains kitchen. servants’ hall,
stone cellar (then partly
above ground) ete. The
building ‘was designed and
is being built by Messrs
Watson _ rown, New

Its costs, exclus
sive of land, is estimaty
£1800 and it is (o be finished
having
Iast

in January next,
0. commenced
month."

MORE alterations
(ahove) were being cal
ried out in 1900. By then -
the top story had gone.
RIGHT: Cars were rare
and dresses still flapped
around ‘women’s ankles
when this -photograph
(also supplled by Tara-
naki Museum) was taken.
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Minister .in._his workmg clothes. It' was a glimpse which
reflected som.thmg with which - the Europnn Common -
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andMilgret.
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lw “Birmie MeNicholr ang 1
future pisades will| W
[ﬂve tier more teae to prave,
anting a s

v he might rome to Tara-

nakl and tell us all we don't | played by Sir Ralph Richard
on

know about our tuna!

It was a pity |
the BBC's T

n a way that|
‘wellth Night

Alec Guinness®
first appearance
in a Br‘ﬂllh-mlsdn television

Letters

v ANNOUNCERS
Sir, t Is wrong with,
nln\!n Angln Stxon words, and|
y do TV announcers feel

I)\ry must use long words
whan o i IA 5

v|in New Zealand as a pop-

show,’ and Sir Toby Bclth

doesn't seem very Iong
nqn since Tommy Steele was
aking a name for himsell

ing seaman. He's cbme a
]nn; Way. since then. Indded,
it would seem he hasn't got
much further to go. After all,
ou can't get past the ‘top,

w k4 ke

Since Marty and Alf were
ere, we've become a it
choosy about the “camedies”
we watch.

For some ' weeks Tow a
couple of pommies have been
watched with a good deal of

cautlon, Names, Morecambe
and Wise,
There's been a certaln,

unt of ipnuendo, but, by’
today's apparent standards of|

On April 22, 1365, the
Herald notes that Mr
wood was refused” a llcence
because he had sold “spirit,
ous llqunn to the \Illvci
In April the next year, new
lcenees for  the  Imperial
were granted to Mr C. Aut-
ridge.

In June the same year,
Mr A, Standish, a solicitor,
advertised that the.-hotel
was to let.. He described it
s a large and commudious
building contdining about 18
rooms and !Il\lalcd in the
centre and “‘most Bu‘ﬂh‘ss
portion of the town.”

The licerice in 1859 was
held by Mr John Uncles, He
disposed of his interest in
April, 1873

m 1882 (o 1885 Mr W.

Walker held the licence be-

fore faking over the White

‘Unn. ‘Next.owner was Nir

. P. Cralg, from Lawrence,

(ngh. whe occupied it until
85 ;s

Mr R. R. Hutchison;
publican from Bulls, bough
fhe building. and in May,
1890, was reported 10 be
making _extensive altera-
tions; Fifteen months Yater
new «owner was Miss
Mary Hearn, of Wellington,
who, after two years.
out to Mr W.'R. Dingle for
£1200, with stock at valua-
tion.

ae

RUMOUR
An issue of the Taranaki
Herald in August 188 ob-

served that a repor was
originated in town abowt 11
pm. the previous Saturday
Trat ho. HBtel b been neld
¥ A highwayman and

£18 stolen from the till
The article states that the
report was totally unfounded
and mus ried
by someone as a joke '
The next owners were Mr

and Mrs Raynes. whor pur-
chased the hotel in Novem-
ber. 18937 Extensive renova
tions were carried out, in.
cluding repapering and- re-
furnishing  the - bedrooms.
The whole of the building
jas repsinted,  and
balcony was extended
around both frontages si.the

Herald noted in
1894 "The dining-
room has been re-decorated
and all the delicacies of the

b %
premises has been” made a

pattern of neatness, and a
high fence erccted ‘so that
the privacy ‘of the place
cannot be overlooked. With
the improvements made, we
are sure that the house will
prove & most attractive one
for visitors. and Mr and Mrs
Raynes will _ not  regret
coming to New Plymouth.”

RUNAWAY

Two' further references to
the Imperial in November

bull
conslernation . com.
with amusement In
5t this
(Noyember 15). The animal
broKe away from atimob in
Powderham St and, Fushing
along Currie St, ﬁmue

[ the

what astonished Hasi Raynes
by rushing in thru the.back
door, alomg the passage, and
out the door openlng on
Devon St. .
The bull, once in the street
again, continued his career,
and ruzhing down the gireet,
he lnoked tobe makitg for
Mr “Teed’s pharmacy when
he stopped-on the asphalt,
and the fall evidently ma
him change his mind, fo
on getting up he made across
the street and tried to,get
along the vailway linc, but
was prevented by the stops.
The bull was then headed up
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New Plymouth’s Imperial Hotel is

to close next week after 107 years in.

the liquor and accommodation business. -
This secopd-and final article by reperter
DIANA QUAY describes 1he hotel’s early

years.
alter

and
Botnet Be i,

Broug
{Ilrl)k’r
duced 1o join the

The other reference was a
less exciting incident.

“On Monday "evening be-
tween 4 and 5 o'clock, a
phenomeaal

urred

could not carry off the storm
water fast enough, and as &
consequence. the road was
flooded, and at one time. it
looked as if the Imperial
Hotel bar would be swamp-
€d: but the -rain which
came down like a waterspout
or 10 minutes, gradually
diminished, and the minia-
ture forreqt that was racing
down the side channels and
over the fool path and road-
way was by degrees drained
away lhruu:l\ the culvert.”

tel was bought it
1905 hv e W Walker for
£2300, A fong court case en-
sued between Mr Raynes
and Mr E. L. Nathan over
the commission for the sale.
Mr Raynes and fe
became proprietors of the
Naval and Family Hotel,
built in Karangahape Rd,

the was.
bought “in  Mr Walker's
name, the licence was
issued in the name of a Mrs
abor.

The Herald' reported sev
eral noticeable alterations
and improvements in
“well-known and popular
wuse” under Mrs Tabor's

hands.
BALCONY

*“The most prominent Im-
provement is a handsome
baleony that runs along the
Devon St front, and refurns
a short distance info ‘Carrie
St. The balcony is supported
on  handseme castliron
columns, with. hexagonal
bases and spiral stems, be-
ing surmounted by Corin-
thian capitals, ‘and “hand-
some brackets, Irieze -and
fringe, ‘also in cast iron,
representing New Zealand
ferns.

hotel

“The balcoay is decked
over in a substantial man-
ner and arranged to carry
off all water through the
hollow columns to the-street
and waler tables
rance to the bal-

\

cony from (HE Rouse is
given by {hree French case-
ments, two fro e pas-
sages and one " trom "the
+sitting .roorh.

S('I‘l'ral

internal . im-

provements have also been

the con-
the

affected, notably
servatory passage at
end of the cntrance hall

.. The report praised iie,

architect, Mr O. Deacon,
and the confractor, Mr G.

Ciff.
\Still further 'renovations
were reported in Seplem-
ber, 1897, after Mrs Tabor
had sold out to Mr F. W.
Watts,  The
transformed and enlarged

bar as fo make it
scarcely recognisable, ‘The
bar also repapered,

varnished and finished off
with plate glass backs,
FIRE ALARMS
“Upstairs the ' bedrooms
and sitting, rooms have all
fitted " with electric
bells and an excellent sys-
tem of electric fire alarms
has® been installed, Each
bedroom is provided with
an alarm  bell connected
with a switch on each floor
which ean be turned on in
a second, thus
every bell, to
taneously and they cbntinue.
ringing until the switch is
turned o
 switches' will * be

easy of access on éach

. floor, and in addition it is

Mr Wau's intention to keep

a night porter on duty.
“With such

rangements,

mam.We belleve It ia the
first installation of this sys-
tem of fire alarms In New

portant,  sometimes.
part of their community.
Few, however, can claim

have watched over the de-
velopment of a city from its

raw rmnadstead beginnings’

and to be still entertaining
its cilizens more than a

No doubt some people will
n:u the Imperial's demoli-
bext month as “over.
dae.”
Many wthers will see it as
the passing of a Tadcer,

>

humour, they are spgiless.

And funny!
it

L thale. ovset was

vantage that they do have|

nst of
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