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ATKINSON BUILDING -DOMINATES
THE SKYLINE

Taranaki can look at the Atkinson Building with pride. It
is one ofthe largest and most impressive office buildings in any
- provincial city in New Zealand.

When the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Marshall, qfficially -
opens the 50,000 sq ft six-storey departmental building 1 11:30 P'oneer Uﬂd
tomorrow, morning, the final phase in the initial development .
of a Government Centre in New Plymouth will have begn com- | Prem‘er

pleted sir  Harry  Atkinsom,
The nearby Police Sta- tantalising promise to sever- ties 1o suit the peeds of e ner whem the new
tion and the Courthouse &l genérations of poorly various Government depart: r“"‘_“ office bm-lx
were finished in 1962 and Eoused Government employ- m was an early
ees 1o New Plymouth rehitects while mak- Taranaki seitler who be-
1987 respectively. As time “Tn. “Government Centre ink no obvious link between came prime Minister of
passes, more Government was in the planning stages the Atkinson Bullding and New
buildings may be erected more than 30 years azo. Af--the Courthouse have ob- Sir Haurry, who served
in this area, though none ler years of frustrating de- viously  provided ~ SOmME wigy gistisction In the
ed yet lavs of World War 1 and marrying of the colours and Maor Wam, wis elected
are being planned yel 5.1 Doicy changes. the tomes of the two bulldings o the Taremaki Provineial
Governmen!l Cenlre cenire has materialised ST thelr chosee. of exterior ranen i 1857 and 16 the
kas rejuvenated this hilltop "~ por mapy of the almost fin General Assembly in 1861
area of the city. The three 300 Government employees e obvious dierence  He was Bremler in
moders bulldings provide an {n"tne puilding. their new is that ihe basic exterior 1g76.77, 1883-84 and 1887-
air of solidity and perman- yurroundings are palatial In lines of the Courthouse are g1 gnd was ?unlr in the
ence. comparison with the pre- perpendicular while for the Legislative Councll.
The demolition of the 0ld mi ey they recently vacated Atkinson Bullding They FUD. L i4eobttaetessssasssasesa
Post Office building and the g\ (oending on the pew honzontalls This i quite
widening of Robe St to pro- bulling could not be dev- eve-caiching. particularly to Government architeet, Mr

vide s park-like setting with Crypeg “as extracs T h F Sheppard, the assist
vagant he passers-by :n  Powderham F G s

or without the clock tower) Goen | provided a struc- and Robe Sts ani Government  architect

WilT make this 8 very atiract. CCAFT B3 provi appearance  The design of the bullding Mr J R Blake-Kelly and the

fve area. incorporating  low-mainten. was prepared by the Minis. district architect ‘Wanganu

The ‘:‘ﬁﬂ:“ Ot ihe A ance materuls with facili- try of Works' officys of the Mr N. N Carvell
end of"s saga which was &

cleaning #nd malintenanc
d an aerial track runs

DALV de
T i \ Features 0f FoERE

Th- net area of th
49.530 sq ft building wvail

me for office subdivision
was 32980 sq fi. Many o
the partitions. though ap-
pe

nrmr permanent are i FIFTY THOUSAND sq ft of building pushing
e T b-

The contract for the erection of the Atkinson TOViBE 10 ENE BeXBUL wun terramo tles on the and paraper hate a synth skywards makes the Atkinson Building a foca)
. Building was let to the Roebuck Construction Co. Ltd cpange ground floor columns and tic fin t point in New Plymouth. It dwarfs the adjoining

© of New Plymouth 25 months ago Roebuck's price Was' . ne sie is a flled beams Baked enamelied conc
£423.445151 gully, the foundations for metal sheathing has been

old Post Office building. This view is Im? the

The sizstorey bullding surrounds a centfal core this  building and  the used elsewhere, except for a Devonport Flats in St Aubyn St
“* measures  approximately containing two lifts, a stair courthouse' are piles the west wall ag
. 1327t by 60fL The helght way and toiler and cleaners' Heavily reinforced concrete church boundary
Varanaki Herald the top of the mach- facilities shear walls. to resist -earth- sheathed with exposed
% ature Inery room roof is Eift  Floor slahs project be- quakes, surround the centr: gregate  precast  conc
Special Fe. above Devom St yond the building faces 1o core

panels e
MArtasArLaLaMAAALALAAAa  Each floor of office space give  access  for  window  The -nmm Is fnished The projecting floor slabs hignt

.

GREAT NAMES

‘are worth remembering

]
Now we have another magnificent building - commemorating a
famous Taranaki political figure of the years gone by.
What of the future?

Well, we have a magnificemt building that will, for countles .
years, stand as a testimonial to its builders — Roebucks.

Historians ascribe to the gr'eat Sir Harry ability - shown by
Roebucks too in the Atkinson bufsng as in many other fine additions
to New Plymouth in recent years. They credit him with tenacity of
purpose, a tradition which RoghCks maintain with their application
of improved techniques, their stention to detail and encouragement
of co:operation among their ow team and associated sub-contractors.

b 3 Sir Harry-was renowned too fof an untiring energy — like
. 1Gebucks who combine construction skill with speedy accomplishment

of the contracts they undertake. Timely completion is as much part

. of their service as designing and planning too if you would like them

to do it for your new commercial building.
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