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" A FEARLESS WARRIC

Anmdwmgﬁmydagdhm
‘New Plymouth pilot, a -
‘Gentleman of the Air'.

The month of October is particularly -
significant for a New Plymouth fomlly

and their fnends, as they recall the time

.50 years ago when Warrant Officer -

" Bert Wipiii lost his life ot the rroglcally :

: 'young age of 21.

‘Bert was one of ihe gallant band who '

“fought the Batile of Britain from July fo .
. September 1943, but his luck ran out-
on 3rd October, when he was posted
missing affer bemg shot down over I’ne
English Channel.

B erf had volun’reered for the New
Zealand Air Force on the outbreak of war
and recelved his early flying training af
Ohakea and New Plymouth - his home -
town. Two months of flying Tiger Moths af
Bell Block confrrmed h|s inborn love of flyrng

HE SHOT DOWN THE FIRST
JAPANESE BOMBER IN
SINGAPORE.

He was posted o Singapore with the rank of

Sergeant, the first Maori pilot to leave New

Zealand In World War II, and on ‘January

. 10th 1942, just six days befare his 20th

* birthday. he and mate Charlie Kronk = also
from Taranaki - took up the only available

* planes in their squddron and shot down The
first Jdpdnese pbomber in Singapore. -

Thrs feat was seized upon as atremen-
dous mordle booster when the news for the

Alliés was mdrnly bad; anda newsreel ofthe - '

evern‘ wos shown in the State ond Mdyforr )
cinemas, in faraway New. Plymoufh in

February of that: year. This must have beena’ "

poignant mornenT for Bert's family and
friends, to.see him now, an expert and

- expenenced flyer, dnd To hear of hrgh pro|se '

- berng expressed by his senior officers as well
) os his co—pllors for ’rh|s perfec‘r genﬂemdn,

It was durrng his time in India, after.

- 'escape from Srngop e; that the’ DrsTrn- Ty
. guished Flying Meda was conferred on Berr
“later in 1942, The citation sToTes ‘Sg’r Prlor

Wipiti corrred out a [orge number of opero— :
tional ﬂrgh’rs dgorns’r the enemy o_nd_hos :
displayed ours’rdndrng couroge' :
,deTermlndrlon whilst engaging ld . :
formations of enemy aircraft, He has ser o

ﬁne exomple To oll ) : o 8

! 'ﬁ:ers and,

forward fo réceiving Bert's newsy

shored Them wr'rh the Wlpm famlly ond
nelghbours in Memlonds )

" Bert wrote cheerfully of the fnends he had -

made and the fun they'd concoct for
themselves be’rween ‘deadly missions, but

the lads followed an unwritten rulé not to 'reﬂ .

the folks back home. of thie harrow margin. of

luck whrch rhey all took for grc_n’red as rhey

foughr The enemy orrcroﬁ

" Bert was rhrnklng of gorng 16 unrversrry
after the war to become d doctor, he
looked forward o hrs ochrevrng this ombr—

.‘non

. A BUNDLE OF ENERGY WITH

FLASHING EYES AND
_SPARKLING TEETH.

In March '43 Bert was transferred To Brggrn
Hill aerodrome in southern England..and in
June his promotion to Warrant Officer.came
Through Here he was described as “A
bundle of energy with flashing eyes and

"r
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Sporkhng reerh rm‘en‘r on geﬁrng to grrps
withthe enemy.” .
- Bert Wipiti was last seen in the Thrck of a

~violent dog-fight (oircroﬁ in combo‘r) on —

Oc’rober 3rd ]943 y

More Thon 40 yearsa frlend has wrm‘en a’

book of Trrbure to Bert. and odver'nsemem‘s

‘were placed for people who had known::

him during the war to get in touch, and ",
there began an avalanche of letters, photos
and newspaper cuttings, which s still

- confinuing. Through these confacts she hos

met'and corresponded with many people” .
all overthe world who knew and admired -

Bert Wipiti, and has compiled an lmpresslve 5
collection of tributes to him.- =~
© Last year at the New Plymouth Boys Hrgh

School, the unveiling took place of a
memorial to the 63 former pupils of the *
school who fought in World War lI and have
no known grave, and Bert's story was read

out as. representative of those times of all 63. g

Investigations are still continuing into Bert's
tally of enemy planes shot down - if it can
be confirmed that his total is 5 or more his

~ name would be honoured again as the only
~ Maori *Ace’ fighter pilof.. : S Q
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