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IFamily's 100 years
'with the Herald
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Scanlan
One hundred years ago this week New Zealand's oldest ’“'_’f:‘]:"'"z"“"' ey (Editor of the

newspaper, the Taranaki Herald, passed into the ownerhip of Siated with bis elder brother HeraH 1937-64)

} the Weston family. That interest continues today with two Faith = .

‘members of the Weston family being directors of the

amalgamated newspaper company, Taranaki Newspapers Ltd.,

Maori War of 1860
and its long aftermath of
delayed development found

ment and Loan
a trustee of

Soclety,
the New Ply-
mouth Savings Bank, and

the Weston sons, with one a director of several local
JOHN JAMES WESTON publishers of the Taranaki Herald. exception, departed from the compenies. He. had been
« .. he wanted to start It is understandable that their long history of family Ne;w“ "l_h Hmmr; 2: L l.:dll::-:: m“-n:
ex y
& Taramaki mewspaper. association with the Herald is a continuing influence in their | decade following bis father's loan of 1200000 o estab-
death gives an pression of lish the rbour st New
decisions. the “quiet man” patiently! Phymouth and beca:
i harbours the Weston family John, Warwick. Thomas gaining experience, garner- chairman of the sinking
This history begins in must have viewed with Shailer, Henry and William ing his resources through fund ecommissioners for
London more than 0 astonishment the landing Joseph (the youngest! the bad years, achieving & the harbour board.
years re the Tarangki besch west of the Hustoki Their fathet bought a strong quality of reliability 4 h
¢ Henldbd:u launched in MOuth and the adventures of farm at Omata and also gave ahd staunchness e, Hetey ‘gg_“,‘,‘.

the Nn Plymouth surfboat, bis sons an ad: nugeous
August, 1852. John James |, is np mention of sart in their new life
Weston had two ambitions eyen ﬂmln( dismay at their third son, Thomas !sl‘ler

Thus in 1867 when Woon
unable to win a secure living
from the Herald, decided to

there was obviously a deep
friendship  Henry had no
children while the Christ-

— to take his wife and five choice of a new home begame a barrister and soll-|royp 15 tne Wanganul dis-\church  solicitor had  five PROMENADE CONCERTS in Mr Henry Weston's gardens off Lower Clrrlng‘lon St were 2 nﬂu
boya fo 4 uéw and chall R vas s coscidency untionoe und begtt s (amily|iric? oory werion aehieved ons 1 “ae e i attraction in New Plymouth when the gardens were opened to the public at the weekends. The gar-
JeRgIng INE in the isant unother | famiy,  (hat "of mrong otey over 110 pesrs (R Hmbltion b Tather had Horaig ey fusure of M dens, on part of the site of the-present New Ply mouth City Council buldings, disappeared in the
nourished — he became own- Herald was often dscus 00 | § i v
settlement of New :"i Willam Collins, a printer later er of the town's Arst news-by the two brothers early 1870s when the land was taken over I‘dor"l'he ul:n,\ ‘llnr; ‘hkghL first crossed Carrington ¥
mouth and there to e trained In the typographical g\ ;o jumes Weston paper. 4 bridge) an e centre of von., §
lish a newspaper. dwﬂ;’l x 'ﬁ'a"?“m did not live long enough to ~In_ fact, the transaction Fire He resizned he Taranaki Herald Cov a member of his late uncle’s Panies had ceased to lssul
He achieved the first bu ‘xﬁ'ﬂf‘m"'.'n 1852 entered %€ 2! this fomlly. Moo was e non and S, the years passed for Company directorate on M Lid Mrs' Weston. former. legal fiem in. Christenaren. Are Solictes 1o New Py
nd: he was mis- ing. He died In July, Voon's _father-in-law, Wil 14, 50ld his shares. and from Ltd. Mrs W = mout ore thah half a
ied beirs Teaving Enland 1210 Bartnership with yout- €, 5, 908, 1% (V0 (T Wono's fther-imlaw, Wik Mesiy. it Box Smevenntilly oM b o s Sonatnes Ll THAL I how the BTeM ErANd. s iy WL thist itsnie
In 1850 by a statement by Tl G-rhnd Vil 0% notice in the Hetald refers financed Woon Ino his part- Herald editorablp 15 1885 to|began the two-sto Steuart 3 ot 1o poayet o James Wesion Gisputa Mr Walter Weston,
O he caeyan MIsSion-ly, his “painful and lingering nership with Collins in 1852 HeF P structure that ‘60 years later eston ey are p P ¥ ‘ew Served for a long period
ne ry. In the establishment of i1 He had left Omata and had later gained fuil D¢ Succeeded by W.J. Penn ! e daughters of ploneer pettlers direction of the two New!StTNed for & long period by
anaki's first newspaper. | Lness.” He G oty 10y _gaimad 5. Four years later New Ply-(still gives excellent service CRURVEE PEREREST ¥ Plymouth: newspapers whose halrman of the ! y
per to reside in e | narahip, . mouth was plagued by an for Taranaki Stratford district durability Is indicated by the MOY! re- Boars
he decided Boyght a farm on Ko altracte Duden 1] Atkinaon. Weon| bad "n incendiarist and the Herald Ltd and Now for 37 continuing fact that they are two of the _On occasions Mr Walter
- "“"“ taking __printiag| ; C'"'"‘““’,R" Selooting L as o e tor and building in Devon St did|houses. the ""”""I " years Mrs -Weston has been three oldest newspapers in Weston could be meiftly
equipment with him John James Weston was the Huatok rding bis|ICtOr of the  papers e When the alarm|ment of the Herald a newspaper company direc- lthe Dominion. decisive. 1 well recall 4
HENRY WESTON... The family atrived in Oc- 44 and his wllr‘ Mary, 47| The edition recos m:v is| policy ¢ faith W35 given at 2 am. the pub- _Five years earlier. in 1801 3 MCURRPES SRMPEY CTER For Crowley Westor 1 Mmeeling of directors |Mr and
1850, in the barque|when they faced the uproot-|death also carried an adver-| " It needed plenty of fait lishing_room at " the rear Henry | Weston had been mii"he uniue for 4 New i (rgtic) Wesor | meetng of direciors Mir a
gom of J. J. Weston, sole \iuriier which had called/Ing of London life and the|tisement, “Messrs Weston'in Taranaki's future to buy [SITE o0 ot fimes. ,,J,,,,d in the management Zesland woman Nea Pk it Jourmmy iyt 1had "m‘!d o
Pryprietor of the Herald, 2t Dunedin and Wellington|transplanting 1o a new soil./and Co..have one case of the Herald In 1867 Else. the Herald by his 25- o Timouth for 8dlree e e i e Tt
before reaching New Ply-|Their five sons. ranging in goods ex Kenilworth now|where without the setbacks With  well - intentioned Ve, oy nephew.  Walier Changes O g I8 ey O ar- o0 et iy Lt
1867 - 1920. mouth. After the shelter of|age from the late teens down open for inspection at The of the Maorl War colonial speed members of the Dnb\cm“]n Weston, a son of ’ 2 e ;. umhrummg il hrv_ ens|tront - pagattad” pioe )
two splendid - New Zealand to a nine-year-old, were Willows, Queen St.” In this/ new 3 prln d. u“.i (‘;;;: d":ﬂ b?:‘\:"l\n:mu:: Thomas  Shailer Weston “u-n;?:m 3“‘"“' »“i:’"e: w':.:nr u“"mu “")"n 'mgi news Mems on its front page <
Vi r 5t —
fr::n::l-}::d;uov”;m.m;,n‘c\um the flames roaring ::a ,:{,,:‘::dh,';:; {;“f\""’,‘; m;znlﬂunll\ alter 1936 when of Vivian SU he spent his I D“ﬂff of the usual classi-
field of New Plymouth was/through to Devon St a legal- career: Walter Newspapers boyhood with his  three fied advertising

being shared by two news- up 1o the roof of the upper| Arst. cholce ‘was i purchased 2 big share brothers and two misters, and It was at once decided that
¥ i . =

thinking of lumulve proprietors of ‘the Henld and with good
(olld'h‘ the third major fire In- the Herald’s history

1909, The press wai
appeared that day as usual when, rl was _printed on the
premises In the bleigronn( are still in use.

le St premises on the night of April 16,

The brick

excess of revenue

in 1870.
But 1871,
of renewed settlement

+ satisfactory
did not rely wholly
New

Plymouth _agent

St was part
property of that

and by 1884 held the imy

land Insurance Coy

still the “quiet
which

chalrman of direct

mm- .\xnn m. calm ap-
1 nwnnnnrd
urller In lhll letter,
The way we address onr»
selves to any task, is ai
| dication of character, lht dr-‘
velopment of which should
be the principal aim of all
| true education.
| There was once a widowed
queen who offered her hand
|in marriage to the man who!
could pmv‘ldt for her son a
ucation. Applicat-

| Open letter
| fo examinees
By Dean Charidler

|the” prefnt ' instance. Lost|setting forth n detail’ the|
opportunities cannot be re-| suggested curriculum. ‘There|
covered. but with the know- were many aoolicants a.

The first full year saw an
over,

reached a low peak of £27

when the tide

if not lucrative.
Fortunately Henry Weston [J

n the
Herald foF a living. He was WALTER C. WESTON
the New Zealand Insurance * '
Coy and his office in Devon Weston, sole proprietor
o s 1920-1930, chalrman of
older brother Warwick lud ﬂlrednn and managing
chosen Insurance as a rlmr, dlredar from 1930 until

tant position of lnspector of
branches with the New Ze

By now Henry "nlcll.
man”
politics, |BEWspaper offices

other directions. He was ment came seven years later. |}
tors of Henry pur-
the New Plymouth Invest-  chased

iTom Ttddler s ground

Firm faith

A Rugby fan, & friend of mine,

Dropped in o see my Rugby shrine.
He first of all confronted me

With charges_of apostasy.
He said: “It's been 50 long a fime

Since last you wrote & Rugby rhyme,
We Rugby fans suspect with grief

That you've sbandoned your belief.

a tribute W. J. Penn wrote.
“His invariable kindness and
thoughtfulness. especially in
time of trouble. earned the
affectionate regard of those
who were_fortunate enough
to be m his service
In all public .matters
In the influence he
fo exert through h
paper. Mr Weston
variably guided by

was {n-
a high

sense of honour and inte-
grity.”
Lych gate

In the year before his

nephew /of Henry. death Henry Weston was
assoclated with four of his
nephews in giving St Many's
the eastern wall and grace-
ful lych gate of the church-
ard wherein lies the family
Erave., The Ivch gate bears
this inscription. A mem-
Ri{death 1a 1981 of Thomas Shatler
ffactory. » wooden shell but Weston and Maria Cracroft
adequate for & quick move Wutoﬁ his wife This east-
of printing machinery and em wall and lych gate was
{bute by his brother, Henry
Westan, and their four sur-
viving "sons in the year
Fryd

A different kind of excite-

had
shares in _These sons were Claude
Petroleum H. Weston, who had begun
1906, 3 notable legal career at
this company struck oil at|New Plymouth in 1902
| high ‘pressure. By May 14|Thomas  Shailer — Westgn
|the pound shares were be- junior (Wellington) and the
‘1,., -om 3 up o €63 exch twin sons. Walter Crowley
emands from and Thorngate
r~ ew ze. a and Australian Weston (Christchurch)
cities. To sell or not to sell? - Walter Crowley Weston In.
|Should _outside interests be herited the Taranaki Herald

Weston
original
the  Moturoa
|Company. In  April,

allowed to buy their way upon his uncle's death. For
into  Taranaki's Bonanza®/10 years he was sole pro-
That the controversy. prietor and in 1830 Mrs

but for Henry Weston the' Weston joined her husband

GEORGE
WESTON-. . .
Walter C. Weston and
great grandson of John
James Weston, who Is a

CROWLEY
son of

diréctor: of Taranaki
“Newspapers Ltd.

provided what may be term-
'e8 a financlal umbrella over
the two local newspaper
companies  Mr and Mrs
Werton continued as direc-
tors of the Taranaki Herald
Coy Ltd and remained in
independent control of. its
operation and policy. This
system of ownership com-
tinued virtually unchanged
until Mr Weston's death at
the age of 84 in 1961 and
the later amalgamation of
managerial, advertising and
printing  control with

newspaper
operations in the one build-
ing under an all-embracing
company. Taranaki News-
papers Ltd

the personal Interest
of the Weston family is
secured by the presence on
the new directorate of Mrs

decision was easy; the Tara- n shareholder and director|Weston and her eldest son,

naki Herald came first.

# private company known Mr Gearge Crowley Wesion, sent to Wanganul.

these words in its tribute,
“Mr Weston inherited both
property and traditions when
his uncle died in 1920. These
traditions came easily -to
person of Mr Weston's kind-
y nature, yet courageous ang
inflexible “when the need
arose.” An outstanding tradi-
tion was personal concern
{or the wellare of safl mem-
was  quiet, un-
om.vume belp, ‘in  home-
building and in times of sick-|
ness and stress
Another inherited tradition
was fear of fire, the sequel
to three damaging outbreaks
at the Herald between 1868
and 1909. A certain way to
incur Mr Weston's wrath was
to bring wax matches into
the building. 10 toss cigarette
butts about carelessly or cas
hot pipe ashes into wasty
paper baskets. Equally re
rehensible as  failure to
close the heavy fireproo!
steel shutters and doors that
Mr Henry Weston had in-
sisted on providing over
doors and along passages
connecting departments  of
the building

Lifelong interest
Indeed,
fire briga

New  Plymouth

ivities were

(almost a lifelong interest of
- both

Henry and Walter
Weston. When the volunteer
fire brigade began in 1866
Mr Henry Weston was its
first secretary and was 3
major witness for the bri-
gade In 1870 when -court
action followed the demand
of the insurance companies
for possession of the fire
engine so that it could be
The com-

5 hip of the Daily for him the New Plymouth the |
papers. Within two months storey & He joined ' the !0 the ownership h
Weston had brought W. H. That fire caused a shift|Bank of New South Wales News following Mr T C. Boys' High School must be make
Seffern 1o the reportingof premises o' Currie St |in 189, bul was destined LiSUS death in 1934 While a place of appreciative change the very nexs oo -
editorship and it was a wise Henry Weston purchasing for 60 years nesspaper this large public company memories; he was a 1939 The méchanical and adverits:
chbice. Seffern Lashirools 4 nd ‘Rhodes Scholar before serv- ing staffs had gone home
knowledgeable ahip Ladad ing with the 2nd NZEF.  before the meeting ended
printing training was secured the ! Tribute :;‘"’ the first they knew of
be editor for the next 27 . i ; e change was. when they
years ‘eston  fami| i contnaing There are many both on 3rFived at work next morn-
Cauti e D S dhe staff and retired who K There was momentars
autious Herald. Together, uncle an recall with affection their SgRSLernation. then ihey
Bavenue, - however, ;‘:”","‘“ el B g association with his father ~bucked-in" and the whole
m{, e in the production of the Changeover ook  place
eran T 1 Herald On Mr Weston's *M00!
¥ enry Weston died in death the paper included 3
cautious eye on expenditure 192007 the age of 82 In Courageous

In retrospect it was agreed
that the suddenly applied
decision was like swallowing
unpieasant medicine—better
taken in one large gulp. Had
the change been’delayed for
a month the difficulties and
objections would have growa
in size with disheartening
eflect. Nearly all New Zea-
land newspapers now print
bews on their front page
but it took courage for pro- -
vinclal proprietors to make
the change 21 years ago.

Todsy Taranaki N
papers Ltd would not
occupying  their  splendid
central site on the Currie
St-Courtenay St corner wita-
out Mr Weston's foresight
of more than 30 years ago
His purchase of the old
Egmont Boot and Shoe fa
tory site fronting Courtena
St and backing on to the
Herald property was the key
to providing  space for
malgamated production in
the mid-1960's.

‘Thus the Weston influence
persists and In this cen-
tennial week it is good 1o
note that it has survived an
€ra of takeovers and amalge-
mations unthought of in the
more leisurely of the
past

ws-

be

DEBATE: The Vietnam de-
bate between Mr G. N. Cru-
den, National candidate. and
Mr g, Labour
candidate, which has become
a focal point in the Palmers-
ton North by-election, will
now take place on Saturdayyy
November 18, a week later
than at first arranged.
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