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Esselte New Zealand

are proud to support
Corrigalls Paper Plus.

We congratulate them on their
Centennary Anniversary
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IT'S ALL IN PRINT: From left, lan, Jack and Alison Corrigall in the New Plymouth city bookstore which bears their
name. Corrigalls Paper Plus is celebrating a century in business.

Three generations
behind city store
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Story by LYNDA HARNDEN @ Photo by ADRIAN MALLOCH

CORRIGALLS Paper Plus celebrates 100 years of business with a huge sale
in New Plymouth from today until Monday.

But while the shop is celebrating the past, owner Ian Corrigall is already

anbiclpating the future.

With The Warehouse's new building and specialty shops being established

nearby, Ian believes there will be an increase in foot traffic and a rise in
property values in the area. “The impact on trade will mean we will have to
fine-tune and mpve into things that The Warehouse doesn't sel” he says

e Warehouse gets up and running we will extend our hours until

4pm on a Saturday.”

Tan enjoys the shop life-style and manages to read up to five books per

week. He is looking forward to those new challenges in customer service.

“Challenges are nothing new to the Corrigall family in their operation of
their business.

scounts 1

per categ
DON'T \115\ ( L

3 PComgaIIs %

pSlmnm-n(mekm- lers

66 - 68 DEVON ST EAST « NEW PLYMOUTH « PHONE 758 2679

The bookstore and stationers began as Cattrans
Books and Fancy Goods in 1899 in times when
sailing ships poured their cargoes by lighter onto
Ngamotu Beach Since those early pioneer days,
three generations of the Corrigall family have
owned the business, still located at the original
building near the Devon Street-Liardet St corner.

en Jim Corrigall took over Cattrans in 1911
there were few other shops in the area and only a
addock directly opposite. He gradually moved the
DiBinaas snfo ths foy) ‘market, importing children's
tricycles from Canada,” s@d china dolls from

Tmany.

im and his wife lived above the shop where
their son Jack and daughter Jill were born. They
lived there until Jack was five.

Today, Jack Corrigall (82) remembers when his
father used to trade all day on a Saturday. In those
days there were trams down the centre of the road
both ways, with 2-way car traffic and parallel
parking, said Jack. “The footpaths weren't as wide
then. We used to open the shop at 8 o'clock in the
morning, and the tram cars would go down the
road packed with people.

Jim Corrigall died in 1922 aged 32 and his
widow, Bertha and young Jack ran the business.
On New Years Eve they stayed open until 11
o'clock at night and sold thousands of New Year
cards, fancy hats, squeakers and novelties. “Then
we'd all go out to the Post Office where there was a
piPe band pla\ ing, an nnd we would march up Devon

treet East,”

“We posted hundreds of Auckland Weekly News
and magazines out to customers. Seven to eight

mail went to country customers every week
from. 1914 until 1939. The Auckland Weekly News

the farmers liked that, it was illustrated ... and
the Taranaki Herald on a Friday night”

e depression years were hard on small
businesses, and many went to the wall. Corrigalls
operated for two years at a loss, but they hung on
until all the stock was paid for. The busines:
survived those tough years through the goodwlll of
the large wholesale houses, whose commerci.
travellers knew their clients as friends.

*“The English book firms were marvgllous during
those years,” says Jack. “The travellers who

rated out of Australia conducted business in

e old way: They knew who you were.”

Bertha Corrigall died in 1935 aged 51, and Jack
worked at Corngalls until he retired in 1!

‘When Jack went overseas to war in l%l hu
sister Jill ran the shop. On his return in 1945,
Jack was keen to resume civilian life. He caught
the train from Auckland at 7pm and arrived in
New Plymogth at 7am in time to start work in the
shop at 8am.“There was practically no stock,” he
remembers. “Everything we could buy, we could
sell. We bought 500 pounds worth of fountain pens
and sold them in two days.at 18 pence each.”

The.public demand for books after the war was
insatiable. “The public wanted escapist literature
We couldn't supply enough of Zane Greys book’ .
they went hke hot cakes at two shillings in hard
bound covers.”

As the impact of the war receded, the demand
became urgent for books about the war \ean
Mark of the Lion, the Charles Upham sto
became a best seller, as did the ?\Ac}mlss
Monserrat classic, The Cruel Sea.

The shop grew as business improved. In 1952,
Jack mgfn the premises next door so that he
muld extend his shop.

was one of two shops granted a
fnmduse for the selling of Biros in New Plymouth.
“When Biros first went on the market they sold at
an incredible 5 pounds 10 shillings a pen.”

Paperback books were er innovation,

although less readily accepted. “When paper backs
first umved they were wewed with great
suspicion,” he says. “People felt that pap paperbacks
were not real books, they were deemed inferior to
hard backs.”

Today, Jack and Comgnﬂa“mllym Clglrngnl.lu(lwr is
owner-manager of aper Plus with four
staff. lan umhnedmuhuplsyurugu but has

- warkbdulll(nrl.hepul%
P Corrigalls has beenpunoﬂ.he Paper Plus co-
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operative since 1982.

Random House congratulate
Corrigall’s Paper Plus
on their first 100 years and look forward
to.supplying them with bestsellers
for another century.
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Proud supplier to
Corrigalls Paper Plus <

Congratuiations on reaching
your century
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CORRIGALL’'S
66 DEVON STREET EAST
PH: 758-2679

Corrigall’s Paper Plus

Stockists of John Sands Cards,
Gift Wraps, Accessories
and Stationery.
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Congratulates
Allison and Jack on their success

Warking together fo provide total category management sokations.




